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This is the second volume in The Official History of Britain and the European Community, and describes the
events from 1963 up until the British referendum on the Common Market in 1975.

In 1963, General de Gaulle dashed Prime Minister Macmillan’s hopes of taking Britain into the European
Community (the Common Market). When Labour Prime Minister Harold Wilson tried again, de Gaulle again
said ‘no’. Six years later, Prime Minister Edward Heath took Britain into the EEC. But by then the country
was split and Harold Wilson, to keep the Labour Party from voting to leave, undertook to renegotiate
Britain’s membership. When Labour won the 1974 election that renegotiation culminated in the first
nationwide referendum ever held in the United Kingdom.

The British people voted by two to one to stay in the European Community, but British membership has been
controversial ever since. This is the story of why three very different Prime Ministers all concluded that, in
the British national interest, there was no viable alternative to joining the Common Market. In the words and
documents of the time (those of politicians, diplomats and journalists from Britain, France and Germany) it
relives the frustrations, successes and humiliations of British politicians as they wrestled with the most
important issue of their generation. It shows, with the authority of the Government papers of the day, where
and why today’s European controversy started and why yesterday’s challenges, and the way they were
confronted, hold valid lessons for our time.

This book will be of much interest to students of British political history, European Union politics,
Diplomatic History and International Relations in general.
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From reader reviews:

Regina Noble:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
The Official History of Britain and the European Community, Vol. II: From Rejection to Referendum, 1963-
1975 (Whitehall Histories: Government Official History) your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every single aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging
every word written in a guide then become one type conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get
before. The The Official History of Britain and the European Community, Vol. II: From Rejection to
Referendum, 1963-1975 (Whitehall Histories: Government Official History) giving you yet another
experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful info for your better life in this era. So
now let us teach you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind are going to be pleased when
you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending
spare time activity?

Julie Tice:

This The Official History of Britain and the European Community, Vol. II: From Rejection to Referendum,
1963-1975 (Whitehall Histories: Government Official History) is great publication for you because the
content which can be full of information for you who always deal with world and still have to make decision
every minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we can say no rambling
sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides
you with straight forward sentences but challenging core information with lovely delivering sentences.
Having The Official History of Britain and the European Community, Vol. II: From Rejection to
Referendum, 1963-1975 (Whitehall Histories: Government Official History) in your hand like obtaining the
world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve that offer you world
in ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and
Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?

Jeffrey Blough:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
study a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The The Official History of Britain and the European Community, Vol. II: From Rejection to Referendum,
1963-1975 (Whitehall Histories: Government Official History) offer you a new experience in looking at a
book.



Ralph Sanchez:

You could spend your free time to read this book this guide. This The Official History of Britain and the
European Community, Vol. II: From Rejection to Referendum, 1963-1975 (Whitehall Histories: Government
Official History) is simple to create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not
possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you
quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when one buys this book.
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