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An environmental History of California during the Gold Rush

Between 1849 and 1874 almost $1 billion in gold was mined in California. With little available capital or
labor, here's how: high-pressure water cannons washed hillsides into sluices that used mercury to trap gold
but let the soil wash away; eventually more than three times the amount of earth moved to make way for the
Panama Canal entered California's rivers, leaving behind twenty tons of mercury every mile?rivers
overflowed their banks and valleys were flooded, the land poisoned. In the rush to wealth, the same chain of
foreseeable consequences reduced California's forests and grasslands.

Not since William Cronon's Nature's Metropolis has a historian so skillfully applied John Muir's
insight?"When we try to pick out anything by itself, we find it hitched to everything else in the universe"?to
the telling of the history of the American West. Beautifully told, this is western environmental history at its
finest.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Castillo:

The ability that you get from Mining California: An Ecological History is the more deep you excavating the
information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to understand but Mining California: An Ecological History giving you excitement feeling of
reading. The author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood through anyone who read
it because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We suggest you for having this kind of Mining California: An Ecological History instantly.

Robert Araiza:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying Mining California:
An Ecological History that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading
addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world much better then how they react
when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky person
but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as
your good habit, it is possible to pick Mining California: An Ecological History become your own personal
starter.

Edwin Bernal:

This Mining California: An Ecological History is great guide for you because the content which can be full
of information for you who else always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This kind
of book reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word or we can claim no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you
straight forward sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Mining
California: An Ecological History in your hand like having the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous
one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve
already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?

Elvis Harris:

You can obtain this Mining California: An Ecological History by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just simply
viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for your knowledge.
Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book simply
by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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