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American pragmatism is premised on the notion that to find out what something means, look to fruits rather
than roots. But, as Paul Grimstad shows, the thought of the classical pragmatistsisitself the fruit of earlier
experimentsin American literature.

Ralph Waldo Emerson, Edgar Allan Poe, Herman Melville, and (contemporaneously with the flowering of
pragmatism) Henry James, each in their different ways prefigure at the level of literary form what emerge as
the guiding ideas of classical pragmatism. Specifically, this occursin the way an experimental approach to
composition informs the classical pragmatists central ideathat experience is not a matter of correspondence
but of an ongoing attunement to process. The link between experience and experiment is thus for Grimstad a
way of gauging the deeper intellectual history by which literary experiments--Emerson's Essays; Poe's
invention of the detective story in "The Murdersin the Rue Morgue;" Melville's Pierre; and Henry James's
late style--find their philosophical expression in classical pragmatism. Charles Peirce's notion of the
"abductive" inference; William James's "radical empiricism;" and John Dewey's naturalist account of
experience inform the book's readings.

Experience and Experimental Writing also frames its set of claims in relation to more contemporary debates
within literary criticism and philosophy that have so far not been taken up in this context: putting Richard
Poirier's account of the relation of pragmatism to literature into dialogue with Stanley Cavell'sinheritance of
Emerson as someone decidedly not a"pragmatist;” to differences between classical pragmatists like William
James and John Dewey and more recent, post-linguistic turn thinkers like Richard Rorty and Robert
Brandom.
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From reader reviews:
Willie Davis:

This book untitled Experience and Experimental Writing: Literary Pragmatism from Emerson to the Jameses
to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this e-book you can
get alot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this book in the book store or you can order it by way of
online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can
read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you to past this reserve from your list.

Beverly Sands:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get alot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in thisworld can share their
idea. Books can also inspire alot of people. Plenty of author caninspire al their reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their talent in writing,
they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is this Experience and
Experimental Writing: Literary Pragmatism from Emerson to the Jameses.

Margaret Morales:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Experience and Experimental Writing: Literary Pragmatism from Emerson to the Jameses your head
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can
be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion
and explanation in which maybe you never get prior to. The Experience and Experimental Writing: Literary
Pragmatism from Emerson to the Jameses giving you another experience more than blown away your mind
but also giving you useful information for your better life on this era. So now let us present to you the
relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished studying
it, likewinning a Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Steven Ward:

Reading a book to be new life stylein this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you
examine a book you can get alarge amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has alot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, these us novel,
comics, and also soon. The Experience and Experimental Writing: Literary Pragmatism from Emerson to the
Jameses provide you with new experience in studying a book.
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