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When the United States took control of Cuba, Puerto Rico, the Philippines, and Guam following the
Spanish-American War, it was unclear to what degree these islands were actually part of the U.S. and, in
particular, whether the Constitution applied fully, or even in part, to their citizens. By looking closely at what
became known as the Insular Cases, Bartholomew Sparrow reveals how America resolved to govern these
territories.

Sparrow follows the Insular Cases from the controversial Downes v. Bidwell in 1901, which concerned
tariffs on oranges shipped to New York from Puerto Rico and which introduced the distinction between
incorporated and unincorporated territories, to Balzac v. Puerto Rico in 1922, in which the Court decided that
Puerto Ricans, although officially U.S. citizens, could be denied trial by jury because Puerto Rico was
"unincorporated." There were 35 Insular Cases in all, cases stretching across two decades, cases in which the
Court ruled on matters as diverse as tariffs, double jeopardy, and the very meaning of U.S. citizenship as it
applied to the inhabitants of the offshore territories. Through such decisions, as Sparrow shows, the Court
treated the constitutional status of territorial inhabitants with great variability and decided that the persons of
some territories were less equal than those of other territories.

Sparrow traces the fitful evolution of the Court's Incorporation Doctrine in the determination of which
constitutional provisions applied to the new territories and its citizens. Providing a new look at the history
and politics of U.S. expansion at the turn of the twentieth century, Sparrow's book also examines the effect
the Court's decisions had on the creation of an American empire. It highlights crucial features surrounding
the cases the influence of racism on the justices, the need for naval stations to protect new international trade,
and dramatic changes in tariff policy. It also tells how the Court sanctioned the emergence of two kinds of
American empire: formal territories whose inhabitants could be U.S. citizens but still be denied full political
rights, and an informal empire based on trade, cooperative foreign governments, and U.S. military bases
rather than on territorial acquisitions.

The Insular Cases and the Emergence of American Empire reveals how the United States handled its first
major episode of globalization and how the Supreme Court in these cases, crucially redirected the course of
American history.
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Rowe:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys that aren't like that. This The Insular Cases and the Emergence of American Empire (Landmark
Law Cases and American Society) book is readable through you who hate the straight word style. You will
find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving perhaps decrease the
knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer connected with The Insular Cases and the Emergence of
American Empire (Landmark Law Cases and American Society) content conveys the thought easily to
understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different
available as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The Insular Cases and the Emergence of American Empire
(Landmark Law Cases and American Society) is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

James Vazquez:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader
with their story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about
the knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of
them is this The Insular Cases and the Emergence of American Empire (Landmark Law Cases and American
Society).

Stacia Cobb:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting The Insular Cases and the
Emergence of American Empire (Landmark Law Cases and American Society) that give your enjoyment
preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as
the method for people to know world far better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be
said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to
possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, you could pick
The Insular Cases and the Emergence of American Empire (Landmark Law Cases and American Society)
become your current starter.

Willie Adams:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also



know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this The
Insular Cases and the Emergence of American Empire (Landmark Law Cases and American Society).
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