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Prompted by the abundant historical allusions in Athenian political and diplomatic discourse, Bernd
Steinbock analyzes the uses and meanings of the past in fourth-century Athens, using Thebes’ role in
Athenian memory as a case study. This examination is based upon the premise that Athenian social memory,
that is, the shared and often idealized and distorted image of the past, should not be viewed as an unreliable
counterpart of history but as an invaluable key to the Athenians’ mentality. Against the tendency to view the
orators’ references to the past as empty rhetorical phrases or propagandistic cover-ups for Realpolitik, it
argues that the past constituted important political capital in its own right. Drawing upon theories of social
memory, it contextualizes the orators’ historical allusions within the complex net of remembrances and
beliefs held by the audience and thus tries to gauge their ideological and emotive power. 
 
Integrating literary, epigraphic, and archaeological evidence with recent scholarship on memory, identity,
rhetoric, and international relations, Social Memory in Athenian Public Discourse: Uses and Meanings of the
Past enhances our understanding of both the function of memory in Athenian public discourse and the
history of Athenian-Theban relations. It should be of interest not only to students of Greek history and
oratory but to everybody interested in memory studies, Athenian democracy, and political decision making.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Stanley:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Social Memory in Athenian Public
Discourse: Uses and Meanings of the Past will make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading a new book
make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you searching for best
book or ideal book with you?

Christopher Watson:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Social Memory in Athenian Public Discourse: Uses and Meanings of the Past book
is readable by means of you who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange
for enjoyable examining experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you.
The writer regarding Social Memory in Athenian Public Discourse: Uses and Meanings of the Past content
conveys the thought easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
articles but it just different in the form of it. So , do you even now thinking Social Memory in Athenian
Public Discourse: Uses and Meanings of the Past is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Edward Crosley:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or
real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Social Memory in Athenian Public Discourse: Uses and Meanings of the
Past can make you really feel more interested to read.

Susan Garrard:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
By the book Social Memory in Athenian Public Discourse: Uses and Meanings of the Past we can acquire
more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a
book. Merely choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life



with this book Social Memory in Athenian Public Discourse: Uses and Meanings of the Past. You can more
desirable than now.
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