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How do women — mothers, daughters, aunts, nieces and grandmothers -- make sense of judgment to a
lifetime behind bars? In Women Doing Life, Lora Bex Lempert examines the carceral experiences of women
serving life sentences, presenting atypology of the ways that life-sentenced women grow and self-actualize,
resist prison definitions, reflect on and “own” their criminal acts, and ultimately create meaningful lives
behind prison walls. Looking beyond the explosive headlines that often characterize these women as
monsters, Lempert offers rare insight into this vulnerable, little studied population. Her gendered analysis
considers the ways that women “do crime” differently than men and how they have qualitatively different
experiences of imprisonment than their male counterparts. Through in-depth interviews with 72 women
serving life sentencesin Michigan, Lempert brings these women back into the public arena, drawing
analytical attention to their complicated, contradictory, and yet compelling lives.

Women Doing Life focuses particular attention on how women cope with their no-exit sentences and explores
how their lifetime imprisonment catalyzes personal reflection, accountability for choices, reconstruction of
their stigmatized identities, and rebuilding of social bonds. Most of the women in her study reported
childhoods in environments where violence and disorder were common; many were victims before they were
offenders. Lempert vividly illustrates how, behind the prison gates, life-serving women can develop lives
that are meaningful, capable and, oftentimes, even ordinary. Women Doing Life shows both the scope and the
limit of human possibility available to women incarcerated for life.
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From reader reviews:
Elizabeth Hager:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled
Women Doing Life: Gender, Punishment and the Struggle for Identity your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a publication then become one web form conclusion and explanation
that will maybe you never get before. The Women Doing Life: Gender, Punishment and the Struggle for

I dentity giving you one more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful
information for your better life within this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern is your body
and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning an activity. Do you
want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Albert Parks;

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might haveitin e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This particular Women Doing Life: Gender, Punishment and the
Struggle for Identity can give you alot of close friends because by you taking alook at this one book you
have factor that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This book can be one of astep
for you to get success. This publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't know, by
knowing more than various other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have Women Doing
Life: Gender, Punishment and the Struggle for Identity.

Valerie Gray:

Y ou may get this Women Doing Life: Gender, Punishment and the Struggle for Identity by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for
the knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by means of written or printed but also can
you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern erajust like now, you just looking from your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your
guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let'stry to choose
proper ways for you.

Alice Concannon:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know that
little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. Y ou have to know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the point. Book isimportant thing to provide you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book. Amount types of
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually Women Doing Life: Gender,



Punishment and the Struggle for Identity.
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