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The development of the first universities from the 12th century onwards, growing wealth and patronage in
certain cities, and above all the invention of printing and cheap paper, provided essential conditions for the
Renaissance. And it wasin literature and scholarship that it began, in humanism, individualism and
scepticism and the rebirth of classical culture that loosened the Church'siron grip on visual art - Dante,
Boccaccio, Petrarch, even Chaucer playing an important role. Paul Johnson tells the story, in turn, of
Renaissance literature, sculpture, building and painting. Despite the critical importance of inventions outside
Italy - printing in Germany and oil painting in Holland - he locates the Renaissance firmly in Italy and in
Forence above all, between 1400 and 1560. He stresses the cultural enthusiasm of the city-state rulers such
asthe Medici in Florence, the Visconti and Sforzain Milan, Montefeltro in Urbino, the Gonzaga in Mantua
and, not least, the Papacy in Rome. There are memorable sketches of the key figures - the frugal and
shockingly original Donatello, the intensely competitive Verrochio, the awesome Michelangel o, the delicacy
of Giovanni Bellini, the disorganised Leonardo, the affable and reliable Raphael. The final part of the book
charts the spread and decline of the Renaissance, as the Catholic Church repositioned itself to counter the
Reformation which the Renaissance had itself helped to produce.
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From reader reviews:
Paul Tirrdl:

What do you think of book? It isjust for students since they are still students or the ideafor all peoplein the
world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't need
do that. Y ou must know how great along with important the book The Renaissance. All type of book is it
possible to see on many solutions. Y ou can look for the internet options or other social media.

Michelle Labat:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become alife style. This reading routine
giveyou lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what
kind of publication you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you
want truly feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular
The Renaissance is kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Joshua Stickley:

The Renai ssance can be one of your basic books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away
because this e-book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but still delivering the information. The writer giving his’her effort to set every word into joy
arrangement in writing The Renaissance but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as
well as based confirm resource details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can
drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.

Anthony Wilson:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people lovesto learn abook. When you go
through a book you can get alarge amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has alot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on
what forms of book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and
also soon. The The Renaissance will give you anew experience in looking at a book.
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