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William Shakespeare's The Merchant of Veniceis both awitty comedy and a moving exploration of bigotry
and stigmatisation, and this Penguin Shakespeare edition is edited by W. Moelwyn Merchant with an
introduction by Peter Holland. "'The quality of mercy is not strain'd, It droppeth as the gentle rain from
heaven' Bassanio, a noble but impoverished Venetian, asks his friend the merchant Antonio for aloan to
impress an heiress. Antonio agrees, but isforced to borrow the sum from a cynical Jewish moneylender,
Shylock, who forces him into a chilling contract, which stipulates he must honour the debt with a pound of
his own flesh. But Bassanio's beloved is not as demure as she seems, and disguising herself as alawyer,
Portia proves herself one of Shakespeare's most cunning heroines, in awitty attack on Shylock's claim. A
complex and controversial comedy, The Merchant of Venice explores prejudice and the true nature of
justice. This book contains a general introduction to Shakespeare's life and Elizabethan theatre, a separate
introduction to The Merchant of Venice, a chronology, suggestions for further reading, an essay discussing
performance options on both stage and screen, and a commentary. William Shakespeare (1564-1616) was
born to John Shakespeare and Mary Arden sometimein late April 1564 in Stratford-upon-Avon. He wrote
about 38 plays (the precise number is uncertain), many of which are regarded as the most exceptional works
of drama ever produced, including Romeo and Juliet (1595), Henry V (1599), Hamlet (1601), Othello
(1604), King Lear (1606) and Macbeth (1606), as well as a collection of 154 sonnets, which number among
the most profound and influential love-poetry in English. If you enjoyed The Merchant of Venice, you might
like The Taming of the Shrew, also available in Penguin Shakespeare. "The man who of al modern, and
perhaps ancient poets, had the largest and most comprehensive soul' John Dryden
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From reader reviews:
Sybil Davis:

The book Merchant of Venice (Penguin Shakespeare) can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book Merchant of Venice (Penguin
Shakespeare)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give
many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or info that you
take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share al of these. Book Merchant of Venice
(Penguin Shakespeare) has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can appear
the enormous world by open and read aguide. So it is very wonderful.

Jeannine Ricks:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be alife style. Thisreading
practice give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
feel happy read one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Merchant of Venice (Penguin
Shakespeare) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Joshua Par sons;

Playing with family in avery park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with palsisthing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love Merchant of Venice (Penguin Shakespeare),
you may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to missit? What kind of hang-out typeisit?
Oh serioudly its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Maryellen Tilley:

On this erawhich is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more special than other.
Do you want to become one of it? It isjust simple strategy to have that. What you must do is just spending
your time very little but quite enough to get alook at some books. One of many booksin the top listing in
your reading list is actually Merchant of Venice (Penguin Shakespeare). This book which can be qualified as
The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking right up and review
this guide you can get many advantages.
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