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During the heyday of the studio system spanning the 1930s, ‘40s, and ‘50s, virtually all the American motion
picture industry’s money, power, and prestige came from a single activity: selling tickets at the box office.
Today, the movie business is just a small, highly visible outpost in a media universe controlled by six
corporations–Sony, Time Warner, NBC Universal, Viacom, Disney, and NewsCorporation. These
conglomerates view films as part of an immense, synergistic, vertically integrated money-making industry.

In The Big Picture, acclaimed writer Edward Jay Epstein gives an unprecedented, sweeping, and thoroughly
entertaining account of the real magic behind moviemaking: how the studios make their money. Epstein
shows how, in Hollywood, the only art that matters is the art of the deal: major films turn huge profits, not
from the movies themselves but through myriad other enterprises, such as video-game spin-offs, fast-food
tie-ins, soundtracks, and even theme-park rides.

The studios may compete with one another for stars, publicity, box-office
receipts, and Oscars; their corporate parents, however, make fortunes
from cooperation (and collusion) with one another in less glamorous markets, such as cable, home video, and
pay-TV.

But money is only part of the Hollywood story; the social and political milieus–power, prestige, and
status–tell the rest. Alongside remarkable financial revelations, The Big Picture is filled with eye-opening
true Hollywood insider stories. We learn how the promise of free cowboy boots for a producer delayed a
major movie’s shooting schedule; why stars never perform their own stunts, despite what the supermarket
tabloids claim; how movies intentionally shape political sensibilities, both in America and abroad; and why
fifteen-year-olds dictate the kind of low-grade fare that has flooded screens across the country.

Epstein also offers incisive profiles of the pioneers, including Louis B. Mayer, who helped build Hollywood,
and introduces us to the visionaries–Walt Disney, Akio Morita, Rupert Murdoch, Steve Ross, Sumner
Redstone, David Sarnoff–power brokers who, by dint of innovation and deception, created and control the
media that mold our lives. If you are interested in Hollywood today and the complex and fascinating way it
has evolved in order to survive, you haven’t seen the big picture until you’ve read The Big Picture.
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From reader reviews:

Danny Exum:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Big Picture: The New Logic
of Money and Power in Hollywood is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Derek Wire:

The feeling that you get from The Big Picture: The New Logic of Money and Power in Hollywood may be
the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it.
It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but The Big Picture: The New Logic of Money and
Power in Hollywood giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected way
that can be understood by means of anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is well-
known enough. This book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then
can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having that The Big
Picture: The New Logic of Money and Power in Hollywood instantly.

Evelyn Montgomery:

This The Big Picture: The New Logic of Money and Power in Hollywood is great publication for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who else always deal with world and still
have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can
claim no rambling sentences included. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having The Big Picture: The New Logic of Money and Power in Hollywood in your hand like
having the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no book that offer you world
throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that. So , this really is good reading book.
Hey there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?

Cristen Washington:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you is The Big Picture: The New Logic of Money and Power in Hollywood this e-book
consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the



world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand.
Typically the writer made some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book
acceptable all of you.
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