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From 1789 to 1913, U.S. senators were not directly elected by the people--instead the Constitution mandated
that they be chosen by state legislators. This radically changed in 1913, when the Seventeenth Amendment to
the Constitution was ratified, giving the public a direct vote. Electing the Senate investigates the electoral
connections among constituents, state legislators, political parties, and U.S. senators during the age of
indirect elections. Wendy Schiller and Charles Stewart find that even though parties controlled the partisan
affiliation of the winning candidate for Senate, they had much less control over the universe of candidates
who competed for votes in Senate elections and the parties did not always succeed in resolving internal
conflict among their rank and file. Party politics, money, and personal ambition dominated the election
process, in a system originally designed to insulate the Senate from public pressure.

Electing the Senate uses an original data set of all the roll call votes cast by state legislators for U.S. senators
from 1871 to 1913 and all state legislators who served during this time. Newspaper and biographical
accounts uncover vivid stories of the political maneuvering, corruption, and partisanship--played out by elite
political actors, from elected officials, to party machine bosses, to wealthy business owners--that dominated
the indirect Senate elections process. Electing the Senate raises important questions about the effectiveness
of Constitutional reforms, such as the Seventeenth Amendment, that promised to produce a more responsive
and accountable government.
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From reader reviews:

Marvin Perdue:

The book Electing the Senate: Indirect Democracy before the Seventeenth Amendment (Princeton Studies in
American Politics: Historical, International, and Comparative Perspectives) can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a
book Electing the Senate: Indirect Democracy before the Seventeenth Amendment (Princeton Studies in
American Politics: Historical, International, and Comparative Perspectives)? Some of you have a different
opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right
now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give for each other;
you are able to share all of these. Book Electing the Senate: Indirect Democracy before the Seventeenth
Amendment (Princeton Studies in American Politics: Historical, International, and Comparative
Perspectives) has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the
enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Harriet Blum:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question because just their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
right. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that Electing the Senate: Indirect Democracy
before the Seventeenth Amendment (Princeton Studies in American Politics: Historical, International, and
Comparative Perspectives) to read.

James Coles:

This Electing the Senate: Indirect Democracy before the Seventeenth Amendment (Princeton Studies in
American Politics: Historical, International, and Comparative Perspectives) is great guide for you because
the content which is full of information for you who all always deal with world and get to make decision
every minute. This kind of book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or we can claim no
rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't
mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having Electing the Senate: Indirect Democracy before the Seventeenth Amendment (Princeton
Studies in American Politics: Historical, International, and Comparative Perspectives) in your hand like
having the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that
offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , this really is good reading
book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?



Chelsie Salls:

The book untitled Electing the Senate: Indirect Democracy before the Seventeenth Amendment (Princeton
Studies in American Politics: Historical, International, and Comparative Perspectives) contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains the girl idea with easy way. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by
famous author. The author brings you in the new period of time of literary works. It is easy to read this book
because you can continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere
and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site in addition to order it. Have
a nice go through.
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