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Seminar paper from the year 2008 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 2,3, University of
Hannover (Englisches Seminar), course: Representations of Chinamerica, 12 entries in the bibliography,
language: English, abstract: Switching between different cultures, as depicted in Gish Jen’s novel Monain
the Promised Land, seems to be the most natural thing to do. However, crossing ethnic boundaries often
evokes negative reactions. When Jen’ s teenage protagonist Mona converts to Judaism, her parents do not
exactly approve of this decision. As Chinese immigrants to the United States, Ralph and Helen Chang used
to call themselves the * Chang-kees', indicating both their desire to be fully accepted into American (i.e.

‘Y ankee') society and their awareness of being “racialy different and, therefore, un-American” (Lee 47).
Althoughin fact it is part of Jen’sfirst novel Typical American (1991), the ‘ Chang-kee' punisalso
interesting with regards to the sequel Monain the Promised Land: Here, Ralph’s and Helen' s daughter Mona
is given the nickname ‘ Changowitz', a blending of Chang and the common Jewish name ending ‘-witz'.
Both * Chang-kee' and ‘ Changowitz’' indicate an affiliation with different cultures at the sametime, whichis
precisely what Jen’s novel deals with.

While Ralph and Helen Chang had to struggle with racial barriers during the 1950s and early 1960s and wish
to be respected as assimilated self-made Americans, their daughter Mona embraces the idea that “ American
means being whatever you want”, putting individualism first (Jen 49). This self-granted freedom of cultural
choice seems to stem from the Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s, the “dawn of ethnic awareness’, which
also happens to be the dawn of Mona s adolescence (Jen 3). As Sollorsrecalls, “ethnicity truly was in vogue
in the 1970s” (1968, 21). Accordingly, Mona and other characters in the novel engage in discovering
numerous aspects of their ethnic identities. Chapter 2 approaches the concepts of ethnicity and Americanness
aswell as several issues related to these terms. Here, | will refer to scholars such as Werner Sollors and
Herbert Gans, who have made significant contributions to the field of ethnic studies. | will argue that Mona
in the Promised Land with its recurring theme of cultural cross-dressing fits perfectly into the setting of the
late 1960s and 1970s and humorously suggests what many (ethnic) adolescents must have experienced
during these times.
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From reader reviews:
Jenifer Bell:

The book untitled Cultural cross-dressing and the quest for ethnic identity in Gish Jen's'Monain the
Promised Land' isthe reserve that recommended to you you just read. Y ou can see the quality of the guide
content that will be shown to an individual. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The copy writer was did alot of study when write the book, hence the information that they
shareto you is absolutely accurate. Y ou also could get the e-book of Cultural cross-dressing and the quest for
ethnic identity in Gish Jen's'Monain the Promised Land' from the publisher to make you much more enjoy
freetime.

Ronald Stauffer:

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find guide that need more time to be read. Cultural cross-dressing and the quest for ethnic identity in Gish
Jen's'Monain the Promised Land' can be your answer mainly because it can be read by an individual who
have those short free time problems.

Michael Rahn:

The book untitled Cultural cross-dressing and the quest for ethnic identity in Gish Jen's'Monain the
Promised Land' contain alot of information on the idea. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy
technique. The language is very straightforward al the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to
read this. The book was published by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of literary
works. You can read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read
the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their
official web-site along with order it. Have a nice go through.

Allen Bar nett:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. Thisbook Cultural cross-dressing and the quest for ethnic identity in
Gish Jen's'Monain the Promised Land' was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that
book Cultural cross-dressing and the quest for ethnic identity in Gish Jen's'Monain the Promised Land' has
many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can
read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it
offersyou feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that.
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