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During the First World War it was the task of the U.S. Department of Justice, using the newly passed
Espionage Act and its later Sedition Act amendment, to prosecute and convict those who opposed America’s
entry into the conflict. In Unsafe for Democracy, historian William H. Thomas Jr. shows that the Justice
Department did not stop at this official charge but went much further—paying cautionary visits to suspected
dissenters, pressuring them to express support of the war effort, or intimidating them into silence. At times
going undercover, investigators tried to elicit the unguarded comments of individuals believed to be a threat
to the prevailing social order.
In this massive yet largely secret campaign, agents cast their net wide, targeting isolationists, pacifists,
immigrants, socialists, labor organizers, African Americans, and clergymen. The unemployed, the mentally
ill, college students, schoolteachers, even schoolchildren, all might come under scrutiny, often in the context
of the most trivial and benign activities of daily life.
            Delving into numerous reports by Justice Department detectives, Thomas documents how, in case
after case, they used threats and warnings to frighten war critics and silence dissent. This early government
crusade for wartime ideological conformity, Thomas argues, marks one of the more dubious achievements of
the Progressive Era—and a development that resonates in the present day.
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From reader reviews:

Pamela Dudley:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider when those
information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously which one
is suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then
you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen within you if you take Unsafe for Democracy: World War I and the U.S. Justice Department's
Covert Campaign to Suppress Dissent (Studies in American Thought and Culture) as your daily resource
information.

Teresa Dillard:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of
several ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you
read this Unsafe for Democracy: World War I and the U.S. Justice Department's Covert Campaign to
Suppress Dissent (Studies in American Thought and Culture), you are able to tells your family, friends and
soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Stephanie Gilley:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different
to fill your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to try look for book, may be the book untitled Unsafe for Democracy: World War I and the U.S. Justice
Department's Covert Campaign to Suppress Dissent (Studies in American Thought and Culture) can be
excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Maureen Smiley:

This Unsafe for Democracy: World War I and the U.S. Justice Department's Covert Campaign to Suppress
Dissent (Studies in American Thought and Culture) is completely new way for you who has fascination to
look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it getting



knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Unsafe for Democracy:
World War I and the U.S. Justice Department's Covert Campaign to Suppress Dissent (Studies in American
Thought and Culture) can be the light food for you because the information inside that book is easy to get by
simply anyone. These books create itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the
e-book contact form. People who think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is
the answer. So there is not any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book sort for your better
life in addition to knowledge.
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