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This definitive work on the perils and promise of the social- media revolution collects writings by
today's best thinkers and cultural commentators, with an all-new introduction by Bauerlein.

Twitter, Facebook, e-publishing, blogs, distance-learning and other social media raise some of the most
divisive cultural questions of our time. Some see the technological breakthroughs we live with as hopeful
and democratic new steps in education, information gathering, and human progress. But others are deeply
concerned by the eroding of civility online, declining reading habits, withering attention spans, and the
treacherous effects of 24/7 peer pressure on our young.

With The Dumbest Generation, Mark Bauerlein emerged as the foremost voice against the development of
an overwhelming digital social culture. But The Digital Divide doesn't take sides. Framing the discussion so
that leading voices from across the spectrum, supporters and detractors alike, have the opportunity to weigh
in on the profound issues raised by the new media-from questions of reading skills and attention span, to
cyber-bullying and the digital playground- Bauerlein's new book takes the debate to a higher ground.

The book includes essays by Steven Johnson, Nicholas Carr, Don Tapscott, Douglas Rushkoff, Maggie
Jackson, Clay Shirky, Todd Gitlin, and many more. Though these pieces have been previously published, the
organization of The Digital Divide gives them freshness and new relevancy, making them part of a single
document readers can use to truly get a handle on online privacy, the perils of a plugged-in childhood, and
other technology-related hot topics.

Rather than dividing the book into "pro" and "con" sections, the essays are arranged by subject-"The Brain,
the Senses," "Learning in and out of the Classroom," "Social and Personal Life," "The Millennials," "The
Fate of Culture," and "The Human (and Political) Impact." Bauerlein incorporates a short headnote and a
capsule bio about each contributor, as well as relevant contextual information about the source of the
selection.

Bauerlein also provides a new introduction that traces the development of the debate, from the initial Digital
Age zeal, to a wave of skepticism, and to a third stage of reflection that wavers between criticism and
endorsement.

Enthusiasms for the Digital Age has cooled with the passage of time and the piling up of real-life examples
that prove the risks of an online-focused culture. However, there is still much debate, comprising thousands
of commentaries and hundreds of books, about how these technologies are rewriting our futures. Now, with
this timely and definitive volume, readers can finally cut through the clamor, read the the very best writings
from each side of The Digital Divide, and make more informed decisions about the presence and place of
technology in their lives.
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From reader reviews:

Novella Tinch:

The Digital Divide: Arguments for and Against Facebook, Google, Texting, and the Age of Social Netwo
rking can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this
guide has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but still delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into
satisfaction arrangement in writing The Digital Divide: Arguments for and Against Facebook, Google,
Texting, and the Age of Social Netwo rking but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest
and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.

Clara Reece:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time to
be study. The Digital Divide: Arguments for and Against Facebook, Google, Texting, and the Age of Social
Netwo rking can be your answer given it can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.

Natalie Renz:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media. You
can choose the best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred to
as of book The Digital Divide: Arguments for and Against Facebook, Google, Texting, and the Age of Social
Netwo rking. You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could add
your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about
reserve. It can bring you from one location to other place.

Gloria Quinones:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book The Digital Divide: Arguments for and
Against Facebook, Google, Texting, and the Age of Social Netwo rking to make your current reading is
interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose very
simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It
is to be initial opinion for you to like to open a book and learn it. Beside that the reserve The Digital Divide:
Arguments for and Against Facebook, Google, Texting, and the Age of Social Netwo rking can to be your
friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of these time.
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