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Over the past two hundred years, thousands of ancient Greek vases have been unearthed. Y et these artifacts
remain a challenge: what did the images depicted on these vases actually mean to ancient Greek viewers? In
this long-awaited book, Gloria Ferrari uses Athenian vases, literary evidence, and other works of art from the
Archaic and Classical periods (520-400 B.C.) to investigate what these items can tell us about the ancient
Greeks—specifically, their notions of gender.

Ferrari begins by developing atheoretical perspective on visual representation, arguing that artistic images
give us access to how their subjects were imagined rather than to the way they really were. For instance,
Ferrari's examinations of the many representations of women working wool reveal that these images
constitute powerful metaphors—metaphors, she argues, which both reflect and construct Greek conceptions
of the ideal woman and her ideal behavior.

From this perspective, Ferrari studies a number of icons representing blameless femininity and ideal
masculinity to reevaluate the rites of passage by which girls are made ready for marriage and boys become
men. Representations of the nude male body in Archaic statues known as kouroi, for example, symbolize
manhood itself and shed new light on the much-discussed institution of paiderastia. And, in Ferrari's hands,
imagery equating maidens with arable land and buried treasure provides a fresh view of Greek ideas of
matrimony.

Innovative, thought-provoking, and insightful throughout, Figures of Speech is a powerful demonstration of
how the study of visual images as well as texts can reshape our understanding of ancient Greek culture.
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From reader reviews:
Donald Shelby:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline Figures of
Speech: Men and Maidensin Ancient Greece suitable to you? Typically the book was written by popular
writer in this era. The book untitled Figures of Speech: Men and Maidens in Ancient Greeceis the main of
severa books this everyone read now. That book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read
this guide you will enter the new dimension that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their strategy
in the simple way, and so al of people can easily to be aware of the core of thisreserve. Thisbook will give
you awide range of information about thisworld now. To help you see the represented of the world on this
book.

Thomas Garcia:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with palsis thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencetired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
aready been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Figures of Speech: Men and Maidens
in Ancient Greece, it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you till desire to missit? What
kind of hang-out type isit? Oh occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred
to as reading friends.

Eliseo Watkins;

This Figures of Speech: Men and Maidens in Ancient Greece is fresh way for you who has curiosity to look
for some information because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you upon it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Figures of Speech: Men
and Maidens in Ancient Greece can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside that
book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone,
yep | mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even
dizzy thisreserve isthe answer. So there is absolutely no in reading areserve especially this one. Y ou can
find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So, don't missit! Just read this e-book style for
your better life as well as knowledge.

Armando M cFarland:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Figures of Speech: Men and Maidensin Ancient Greece
was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. Aswe know that book Figures of Speech: Men and
Maidensin Ancient Greece has many kinds or category. Start from kids until adolescents. For example
Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore, not at all of
book are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for



you personally and try to like reading in which.
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