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Literary modernism emerged as death, stripped in the developing world of traditional meanings and
practices, became strange. The sea-change over the first part of the twentieth century in how people died and
tended corpses-the modernization of death-was a crucial context in which modernist writers developed their
new novelistic and poetic techniques. They sought ways to renovate mortal obligations in an age of the
obsolescence of the dead.
For many years, the flesh-and-blood body has been a central protagonist in literary scholarship--the body in
pain, the body as spectacle and performance, embodiments of social identity--but the body in its mortality, as
corpse, has not received sustained critical attention. Filling this gap, In a Strange Room investigates
modernism's preoccupation with corpses, death rituals, and the ethical demands the dead make on the living
who survive them.

Informed by insights from psychology, anthropology, political theory, and philosophy, David Sherman
shows how modernist aesthetics sought to re-animate the complex meanings and values of dead bodies
during an era of their efficient, medical administration and hygienic disposal. The modernist imagination
reckoned with the processes by which the modern corpse became a secularized object increasingly subject to
scientific inquiry, governmental regulation, specialized medical technologies, and new forms of market
exchange. Chapters explore representations of state power over the war dead in Virginia Woolf and Wilfred
Owen, the narrative problem of the unburied corpse in As I Lay Dying and Ulysses, mortal obligation as
erotic desire in Eliot's The Waste Land and Djuna Barnes's Nightwood, and mortuary pedagogies embedded
in elegies by Wallace Stevens and William Carlos Williams.
Gathering examples from fiction, poetry, and the visual arts, In a Strange Room considers the changing
relationship between aesthetics and mortality during the first half of the twentieth century. New attitudes
toward dying and dead bodies demanded modernism's strange, bracing ways of representing ethics at the
limits of life.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Mendoza:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled In a Strange Room: Modernism's Corpses and Mortal Obligation
(Modernist Literature and Culture). Try to face the book In a Strange Room: Modernism's Corpses and
Mortal Obligation (Modernist Literature and Culture) as your good friend. It means that it can to get your
friend when you truly feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every
little thing by the book. So , we should make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Catherine Scott:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name In a Strange Room:
Modernism's Corpses and Mortal Obligation (Modernist Literature and Culture) suitable to you? The book
was written by well known writer in this era. Often the book untitled In a Strange Room: Modernism's
Corpses and Mortal Obligation (Modernist Literature and Culture)is the one of several books in which
everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know just before. The author explained their concept
in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give
you a large amount of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in
this book.

Maurice Neely:

The particular book In a Strange Room: Modernism's Corpses and Mortal Obligation (Modernist Literature
and Culture) will bring someone to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the
idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book In a
Strange Room: Modernism's Corpses and Mortal Obligation (Modernist Literature and Culture) is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more easily to
read the book.

Angel Sutton:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of In a Strange Room: Modernism's Corpses and
Mortal Obligation (Modernist Literature and Culture) can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking
at this one book you have matter that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This
specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that maybe your
friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate?
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