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At the outbreak of the First World War, an entire generation of young men charged into battle for what they
believed was a glorious cause. Over the next four years, that cause claimed the lives of some 13 million
soldiers--more than twice the number killed in all the major wars from 1790 to 1914. But despite this
devastating toll, the memory of the war was not, predominantly, of the grim reality of its trench warfare and
battlefield carnage. What was most remembered by the war's participants was its sacredness and the
martyrdom of those who had died for the greater glory of the fatherland.
War, and the sanctification of it, is the subject of this pioneering work by well-known European historian
George L. Mosse. Fallen Soldiers offers a profound analysis of what he calls the Myth of the War
Experience--a vision of war that masks its horror, consecrates its memory, and ultimately justifies its
purpose. Beginning with the Napoleonic wars, Mosse traces the origins of this myth and its symbols, and
examines the role of war volunteers in creating and perpetuating it. But it was not until World War I, when
Europeans confronted mass death on an unprecedented scale, that the myth gained its widest currency.
Indeed, as Mosse makes clear, the need to find a higher meaning in the war became a national obsession.
Focusing on Germany, with examples from England, France, and Italy, Mosse demonstrates how these
nations--through memorials, monuments, and military cemeteries honoring the dead as martyrs--glorified the
war and fostered a popular acceptance of it. He shows how the war was further promoted through a process
of trivialization in which war toys and souvenirs, as well as postcards like those picturing the Easter Bunny
on the Western Front, softened the war's image in the public mind.
The Great War ended in 1918, but the Myth of the War Experience continued, achieving its most ruthless
political effect in Germany in the interwar years. There the glorified notion of war played into the militant
politics of the Nazi party, fueling the belligerent nationalism that led to World War II. But that cataclysm
would ultimately shatter the myth, and in exploring the postwar years, Mosse reveals the extent to which the
view of death in war, and war in general, was finally changed. In so doing, he completes what is likely to
become one of the classic studies of modern war and the complex, often disturbing nature of human
perception and memory.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Cockrell:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important for people. The book Fallen Soldiers: Reshaping the Memory of the
World Wars had been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The guide Fallen Soldiers: Reshaping the Memory of the World
Wars is not only giving you much more new information but also to become your friend when you truly feel
bored. You can spend your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship together with the book
Fallen Soldiers: Reshaping the Memory of the World Wars. You never sense lose out for everything in the
event you read some books.

Denise Zimmerman:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get
based on what kind of e-book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you
want really feel happy read one using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Fallen
Soldiers: Reshaping the Memory of the World Wars is kind of publication which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

Robert Caldwell:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Fallen Soldiers:
Reshaping the Memory of the World Wars which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
find.

Patti Wooden:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of news.
In this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
trying to find the Fallen Soldiers: Reshaping the Memory of the World Wars when you needed it?
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