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This book studies a number of well-known prison films from an analytical and historical perspective.
Throughout the years, prison movies have appeared to be neglected within the canon of genres like westerns,
screwball comedies, horror films and the like; they have been recognized merely an adjunct subgenre to the
more prominent genres like gangster films. The prison movie is indeed its own separate genre, and the book
proves this by utilizing existing genre criticism, especially from leading scholars like Thomas Schatz.
Although there have been a number of cross-genre films (Blade Runner is a fusion of science fiction, film
noir, and action/adventure; Star Wars is a science fiction western action film, etc.), the prison movie is
perhaps the only pure-bred genre that yields so many other genres within its original framework: gangster
prison films (The Big House), film noir prison films (Brute Force), western prison films (There Was a
Crooked Man), sports prison films (The Longest Yard), science fiction prison films (Escape from New
York), the POW film (Stalag 17), even musicals (Chicago). In addition to surveying the genre from 1930-
2000, the book deconstructs twelve films in great detail through full annotated summaries based on the codes
and conventions of the proposed genre - films like Stalag 17, Cool Hand Luke, Midnight Express, Escape
from Alcatraz, and The Shawshank Redemption are among the films considered.
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From reader reviews:

James Edwards:

This American Prison Film Since 1930: From the Big House to the Shawshank Redemption usually are
reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this American
Prison Film Since 1930: From the Big House to the Shawshank Redemption can be one of many great books
you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you actually with
information that maybe will shock your previous knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it
almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside that this American
Prison Film Since 1930: From the Big House to the Shawshank Redemption forcing you to have an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we know it useful in
your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Peter Robey:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind expertise or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison with can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more time to
be examine. American Prison Film Since 1930: From the Big House to the Shawshank Redemption can be
your answer because it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Teresa Thomas:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The American Prison Film Since 1930: From the Big House to the Shawshank Redemption offer you a
new experience in examining a book.

Jim Loop:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-book
technique, more simple and reachable. This specific American Prison Film Since 1930: From the Big House
to the Shawshank Redemption can give you a lot of pals because by you considering this one book you have
matter that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one
of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't know,
by knowing more than different make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We should have American
Prison Film Since 1930: From the Big House to the Shawshank Redemption.
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