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Cities throughout the Roman Empire flourished during the reign of Hadrian (A.D. 117-138), a phenomenon
that not only strengthened and | egitimized Roman dominion over its possessions but also revealed Hadrian as
amasterful negotiator of power relationships. In this comprehensive investigation into the vibrant urban life
that existed under Hadrian's rule, Mary T. Boatwright focuses on the emperor's direct interactions with
Rome's cities, exploring the many benefactions for which he was celebrated on coins and in literary works
and inscriptions. Although such evidence is often asimprecise asit is laudatory, its collective analysis,
undertaken for the first time together with all other related material, reveals that over 130 cities received at
least one benefaction directly from Hadrian. The benefactions, mediated by members of the empire's
municipal elite, touched all aspects of urban life; they included imperial patronage of temples and hero
tombs, engineering projects, promotion of athletic and cultural competitions, settlement of boundary
disputes, and remission of taxes.

Even as he manifested imperial benevolence, Hadrian reaffirmed the self-sufficiency and traditions of cities
from Spain to Syria, the major exception being his harsh treatment of Jerusalem, which sparked the Third
Jewish Revolt. Overall, the assembled evidence points to Hadrian's recognition of imperial munificence to
cities as essentia to the peace and prosperity of the empire. Boatwright's treatment of Hadrian and Rome's
citiesisuniquein that it encompasses events throughout the empire, drawing insights from archaeology and
art history as well as literature, economy, and religion.
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From reader reviews:
Arthur Elsberry:

In other case, little folks like to read book Hadrian and the Cities of the Roman Empire. Y ou can choose the
best book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a new book Hadrian and
the Cities of the Roman Empire. Y ou can add know-how and of course you can around the world by just a
book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything! From your country until
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that.
In this era, we are able to open abook or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can
utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to thelibrary. Let's go through.

Carlos Callahan:

The book Hadrian and the Cities of the Roman Empire make you feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou may
use to make your capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting pressure or
having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book Hadrian and the Cities of the
Roman Empire to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your
knowledge about some or all subjects. Y ou may know everything if you like open and read a guide Hadrian
and the Cities of the Roman Empire. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science reserve or
encyclopediaor other folks. So, how do you think about this guide?

Jacki Peters:

This Hadrian and the Cities of the Roman Empireis great reserve for you because the content which is full of
information for you who else always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This book
reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling sentencesin it. So if you are
read that hurriedly you can have whole factsin it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences
but tricky core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Hadrian and the Cities of the Roman
Empire in your hand like having the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that
no reserve that offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right but this e-book aready do that. So , this
really is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Eduardo Ford:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
read a book you can get alarge amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has alot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Hadrian and the Cities of the Roman Empire offer you a new experience in reading through a
book.
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