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Thisis a short monograph on the Kabbalah, written from a purely academic and somewhat critical point of
view. The literature about the Kabbalah in the public domain in English is very limited. Most of the key texts
and scholarly studies are in Hebrew, German, and other languages. So this well-crafted review of the
literatureis areal find.

Pick traces the origins and background of the Kabbalah to Jewish scholars of mediaeval Spain. He does not
attribute any deeper rootsto it historically, nor does he examine the roots of Jewish mysticism except for a
brief mention of the Merkabah. Pick represents the Kabbal ah as a backlash to the rationalism of Maimonides.
He also discussesit asif it were purely of historical interest, ignoring the ongoing and lively popular interest
in this belief system evenin his day.

Pick provides adissenting view to much of the uncritical literature produced at the turn of the 20th century
by more mystically inclined authors, and as such is worth reading to get a more rounded view of the subject.
If you are looking for an introduction to the subject written by an advocate of the Kabbalah, it might be
better to start with some of the other books on the subject available at this site. But if you need a starting
point for further academic study, thisis agood place to begin.

The Kabbalah or, The Religious Philosophy of the Hebrews
by Adolphe Franck
translated by |. Sossnitz

Thisisascholarly study of the origin and evolution of the Kabbalah. Originaly published in French in 1843,
with a second French edition in 1889, this book traces the origins of the philosophical concepts of the
Kabbalah to the ancient Zoroastrians. Franck goes into fascinating detail about the doctrine of the Kabbalah,
as expressed in the Sepher Y etzirah and the Zohar. He uses internal evidence to trace the origins of these
texts many centuries prior to their first known publication in the thirteenth century C.E.

Franck carefully compares the philosophy of the Kabbalah with Greek philosophy, the Alexandrians, Philo,
and the Gnostics, and concludes that, although there are similarities, none of them can claim to be the source
of the Kabbalah. However, he does find many more similarities with the ancient Zoroastrian beliefs. By this
process of elimination, he comes to the conclusion that the doctrines of the Kabbalah had their origin during
the Babylonian exile circa 500 B.C.E., which was al so the time when Zoroaster was active in the same
geographical region. Thisthesisisworth considering, and potentially adds more weight to the already
numerous contributions of Zoroastrianism to world culture.
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From reader reviews:
Kimberly Gonzalez:

The book The Cabala, its influence on Judaism and Christianity & The Kabbalah or, The Religious
Philosophy of the Hebrews make you feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou may use to make your capable far
more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with the
subject. If you can make studying a book The Cabala, its influence on Judaism and Christianity & The
Kabbalah or, The Religious Philosophy of the Hebrews to become your habit, you can get more advantages,
like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about afew or all subjects. Y ou may know
everything if you like open up and read a e-book The Cabala, itsinfluence on Judaism and Christianity &
The Kabbalah or, The Religious Philosophy of the Hebrews. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science reserve or encyclopedia or others. So, how do you think about this guide?

Kim Armstrong:

Now aday those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Cabal g, its influence on Judaism and
Christianity & The Kabbalah or, The Religious Philosophy of the Hebrews book because book offers you
rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred % guarantees thereis no doubt in it you
know.

Doris Stanford:

People livein this new time of lifestyle aways aim to and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have extratime, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you have read
will be The Cabala, itsinfluence on Judaism and Christianity & The Kabbalah or, The Religious Philosophy
of the Hebrews.

Alice Edwards;

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can have the
e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Cabala, its influence on Judaism
and Christianity & The Kabbalah or, The Religious Philosophy of the Hebrews which is keeping the e-book
version. So, why not try out this book? Let's view.
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