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An excerpt from a review in "Poetry," Vol. 17, 1921:

"In view of the hostility to criticism which is characteristic of some American writers, is it not paradoxical
that an American poet should publish in London the most stimulating and thoughtful book of criticism of the
year?

"Probably one of the most vicious and stupid ideas of psuedo-criticism, one of the most destructive of
healthy creative impulses, is the error that art or literature is a matter of mere fashion. The assumption is that
a generation is interested—ought to be interested—in the literature of that generation; that all other literature
is "dead" and hampering. On the other hand is the pedagogical point of view which accepts the past and is
utterly blind to the present. Mr. Eliot's essay, Tradition and the Individual Talent, defines carefully his own
correct position, unaffected by either the journalistic or the pedagogical error. Let us hear him speak:

" 'If the only form of tradition, of handing down, consisted in following the ways of the immediate
generation before us in a blind or timid adherence to its successes, "tradition" should positively be
discouraged.... Tradition is a matter of much wider significance. It cannot be inherited, and if you want it you
must obtain it by great labor. It involves, in the first place, the historical sense, which we may call nearly
indispensable to anyone who would continue to be a poet beyond his twenty-fifth year; and the historical
sense involves a perception, not only of the pastness of the past, but of its presence; the historical sense
compels a man to write not merely with his own generation in his bones, but with a feeling that the whole of
the literature of Europe from Homer, and within it the whole of the literature of his own country, has a
simultaneous existence and composes a simultaneous order. The historical sense, which is a sense of the
timeless as well as of the temporal, and of the timeless and the temporal together, is what makes a writer
traditional. And it is at the same time what makes a writer most acutely conscious of his place in time, of his
contemporaneity.'

"How true that is, how just! Those few sentences are at once a statement of an artistic truth and the dispeller
of a multitude of errors and heresies. I am tempted to say that no critic since Matthew Arnold has written in
English with quite this serene profundity, this power of rightly directing a considerable culture to the literary
problems of the present. It is perhaps an unique experience in the life of this generation, to find that we
possess a critic of Mr. Eliot's intelligence; a critic with principles, not impressions; a critic whose perceptions
have been stimulated by the best literature of the past, whose appreciation of the present is equally keen and
just; a critic without fads, personal vanity, or affectation. A critic who has read the books he criticises."
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From reader reviews:

Robin Curtin:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
while those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Sacred Wood: Essays on Poetry and Criticism as
the daily resource information.

Howard Joyce:

The actual book The Sacred Wood: Essays on Poetry and Criticism will bring one to the new experience of
reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to see, this
book very ideal to you. The book The Sacred Wood: Essays on Poetry and Criticism is much recommended
to you to read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more readily to read the
book.

Ann Clark:

The book with title The Sacred Wood: Essays on Poetry and Criticism has a lot of information that you can
understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist new information the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to
understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside new era of the
glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Robert Lewis:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That The Sacred Wood: Essays on Poetry and Criticism can
give you a lot of buddies because by you investigating this one book you have point that they don't and make
an individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This e-book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than
various other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Sacred Wood: Essays on Poetry
and Criticism.
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