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For over fifty years numerous public intellectuals and social theorists have insisted that community is dead.
Some would have us believe that we act solely as individuals choosing our own fates regardless of our
surroundings, while other theories place us at the mercy of global forces beyond our control. These two
perspectives dominate contemporary views of society, but by rejecting the importance of place they are both
deeply flawed. Based on one of the most ambitious studies in the history of social science, Great American
City argues that communities still matter because life is decisively shaped by where you live.
 
To demonstrate the powerfully enduring impact of place, Robert J. Sampson presents here the fruits of over a
decade’s research in Chicago combined with his own unique personal observations about life in the city,
from Cabrini Green to Trump Tower and Millennium Park to the Robert Taylor Homes. He discovers that
neighborhoods influence a remarkably wide variety of social phenomena, including crime, health, civic
engagement, home foreclosures, teen births, altruism, leadership networks, and immigration. Even national
crises cannot halt the impact of place, Sampson finds, as he analyzes the consequences of the Great
Recession and its aftermath, bringing his magisterial study up to the fall of 2010.
 
Following in the influential tradition of the Chicago School of urban studies but updated for the twenty-first
century, Great American City is at once a landmark research project, a commanding argument for a new
theory of social life, and the story of an iconic city.
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From reader reviews:

John Jonas:

The particular book Great American City: Chicago and the Enduring Neighborhood Effect will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading a book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. When
you try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book Great American City: Chicago
and the Enduring Neighborhood Effect is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book
through the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Joan Marcial:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get lots of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess when the spare
time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one, reading
textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the book you have read
will be Great American City: Chicago and the Enduring Neighborhood Effect.

Larry Artz:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Great American City: Chicago and the
Enduring Neighborhood Effect publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book
that may be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every
ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt Great American City:
Chicago and the Enduring Neighborhood Effect as good book not just by the cover but also by the content.
This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still needing yet another
sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have
to listening to a different sixth sense.

Raymond Dixon:

This Great American City: Chicago and the Enduring Neighborhood Effect is great reserve for you because
the content which is full of information for you who also always deal with world and still have to make
decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can state
no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean
it only will give you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having Great American City: Chicago and the Enduring Neighborhood Effect in your hand like
finding the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer you world
within ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book.
Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?
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