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From Pulitzer Prize–winning American historian Joseph J. Ellis, the unexpected story of why the thirteen
colonies, having just fought off the imposition of a distant centralized governing power, would decide to
subordinate themselves anew.

We all know the famous opening phrase of Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address: “Four score and seven years ago
our fathers brought forth on this Continent a new Nation.” The truth is different. In 1776, thirteen American
colonies declared themselves independent states that only temporarily joined forces in order to defeat the
British. Once victorious, they planned to go their separate ways. The triumph of the American Revolution
was neither an ideological nor a political guarantee that the colonies would relinquish their independence and
accept the creation of a federal government with power over their autonomy as states.

The Quartet is the story of this second American founding and of the men most responsible—George
Washington, Alexander Hamilton, John Jay, and James Madison. These men, with the help of Robert Morris
and Gouverneur Morris, shaped the contours of American history by diagnosing the systemic dysfunctions
created by the Articles of Confederation, manipulating the political process to force the calling of the
Constitutional Convention, conspiring to set the agenda in Philadelphia, orchestrating the debate in the state
ratifying conventions, and, finally, drafting the Bill of Rights to assure state compliance with the
constitutional settlement.

Ellis has given us a gripping and dramatic portrait of one of the most crucial and misconstrued periods in
American history: the years between the end of the Revolution and the formation of the federal government.
The Quartet unmasks a myth, and in its place presents an even more compelling truth—one that lies at the
heart of understanding the creation of the United States of America.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Deleon:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting
problem; you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled The Quartet: Orchestrating the Second
American Revolution, 1783-1789. Try to face the book The Quartet: Orchestrating the Second American
Revolution, 1783-1789 as your good friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you sense alone
and beside associated with course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we
should make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Rita Carter:

The reason why? Because this The Quartet: Orchestrating the Second American Revolution, 1783-1789 is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with
the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey
the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to
regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book get such as help improving
your proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up
you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Sandra Kelley:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
The Quartet: Orchestrating the Second American Revolution, 1783-1789 your head will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a guide then become one type conclusion and explanation this
maybe you never get prior to. The The Quartet: Orchestrating the Second American Revolution, 1783-1789
giving you yet another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful facts for your
better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will likely
be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Janice Smith:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but also novel and The Quartet: Orchestrating the Second
American Revolution, 1783-1789 or others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how



the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science e-
book, any other book likes The Quartet: Orchestrating the Second American Revolution, 1783-1789 to make
your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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