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The King of the Golden River or The Black Brothers: A Legend of Stiria by John Ruskin was originally
written in 1841 for the twelve-year-old Effie (Euphemia) Gray, whom Ruskin later married. It was published
in book form in 1851, and became an early Victorian classic which sold out three editions. In the
"Advertisement to the First Edition," which prefaces it, it is called a fairy tale, one, it might be added, that
illustrates the triumph of love, kindness, and goodness over evil; however, it could also be characterized as a
fable, a fabricated aetiological myth or etiology, and a parable. It was illustrated with 22 illustrations by
Richard Doyle (1824–83). The richness of the Treasure Valley, high in the mountains of Stiria or Styria,
southeastern Austria, is lost through the evil of the owners, the two elder, "Black Brothers," Hans and
Schwartz, who in their foolishness mistreat Southwest Wind, Esquire, who in turn floods their valley,
washing away their "liquid assets," and turning their valley into a dead valley of red sand. This personified
wind has the power to keep things this way through his influence with other winds that had caused the
valley's unique fertility. Forced into a trade other than farming Hans and Schwartz become goldsmiths. They
cruelly melt their younger brother Gluck's prize heirloom, a golden mug, which consists of the head of a
golden bearded man. This action releases the King of the Golden River for Gluck to pour out of the crucible
as a finely dressed little golden dwarf. The Golden River is one of the high mountain cataracts, that surround
the Treasure Valley. Gluck fancies that it would be good if that high majestic river would actually be what it
appears in the setting sun, a river of gold. The dwarfish king disagrees with Gluck, but offers a proposition:
if someone were to climb up to the source of the river and throw into it at least three drops of "holy water," it
would become for that person only a river of gold. That person must do it on his first and only attempt or be
overwhelmed by the river to become a black stone.
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From reader reviews:

David Goodspeed:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the personas do
it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this The King of the
Golden River: The Black Brothers - A Legend of Stiria, you may tells your family, friends along with soon
about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

Vanessa Gibson:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Aim to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with
may doesn't work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in
the outside search likes. Maybe you answer might be The King of the Golden River: The Black Brothers - A
Legend of Stiria why because the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense
will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Robert Williams:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real their
interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this The King of the Golden River: The Black Brothers - A Legend of Stiria can make
you sense more interested to read.

Michael Clark:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book The King of the Golden River: The
Black Brothers - A Legend of Stiria to make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading
expertise is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it
and mingle the opinion about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to
available a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve The King of the Golden River: The Black



Brothers - A Legend of Stiria can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what
must you're doing of these time.
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