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At the heart of this volume are three trials held in Athens in the fourth century BCE. The defendants were all
women and in each case the charges involved a combination of ritual activities. Two were condemned to
death. Because of the brevity of the ancient sources, and their lack of agreement, the precise charges are
unclear, and the reasons for these women's trials remain mysterious.

Envy, Poison, and Death takes the complexity and confusion of the evidence not as a riddle to be solved, but
as a revelation of social dynamics. It explores the changing factors--material, ideological, and psychological-
-that may have provoked these events. It focuses, in particular, on the dual role of envy (phthonos) and
gossip as processes by which communities identified people and activities that were dangerous, and
examines how and why those local, even individual, dynamics may have come to shape official civic
decisions during a time of perceived hardship.

At first sight so puzzling, these trials reveal a vivid picture of the socio-political environment of Athens
during the early-mid fourth century BCE, including responses to changes in women's status and behavior,
and attitudes toward ritual activities within the city. The volume reveals some of the characters, events, and
even emotions that would help to shape an emergent concept of magic: it suggests that the boundary of
acceptable behavior was shifting, not only within the legal arena but also through the active involvement of
society beyond the courts.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Watkins:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting
problem; you can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Envy, Poison, and Death: Women on Trial in
Ancient Athens. Try to stumble through book Envy, Poison, and Death: Women on Trial in Ancient Athens
as your buddy. It means that it can for being your friend when you sense alone and beside that of course
make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you much
more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let me make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

Gertrude Knudsen:

This Envy, Poison, and Death: Women on Trial in Ancient Athens book is just not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually information
inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information
you will get. This Envy, Poison, and Death: Women on Trial in Ancient Athens without we recognize teach
the one who studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry Envy, Poison, and
Death: Women on Trial in Ancient Athens can bring whenever you are and not make your carrier space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Envy,
Poison, and Death: Women on Trial in Ancient Athens having excellent arrangement in word and also
layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Debbie Allen:

You can spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Envy, Poison, and Death: Women on Trial
in Ancient Athens is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train as well as soon.
If you did not have much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is
make you much easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Crystal Babin:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book Envy, Poison, and Death: Women on Trial in Ancient
Athens was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Envy, Poison, and
Death: Women on Trial in Ancient Athens has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens. For example
Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore
not at all of book are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best
book in your case and try to like reading this.
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