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George Catlin gained renown for his nineteenth-century paintings of Indians and their lands, sympathetic
portraits that counterbalanced those of other Americans eager to conquer and dominate both. In this first
book to probe the attitudes that shaped and constrained Catlin's career, John Hausdoerffer argues that,
despite his sympathies, Catlin's work embodied the same prevailing sentiment toward Nature that sanctioned
Indian removal and thus undercut his own alternate vision for westward expansion.

Some see Catlin as an ethical spokesman for Indians, others as a mere exploiter. Hausdoerffer steers a middle
course, recognizing Catlin as an entrepreneur without invalidating his ethical perceptions. Yet through a
close reading of Catlin's writings, Hausdoerffer adjusts interpretations of Catlin as a proto-environmentalist
and friend of the Indian, arguing that contradictions in his work reveal his failure to comprehend his own
complicity in Native America's demise.

Hausdoerffer examines key events from Catlin's career to show how his work consistently teeters between
resistance and consent to nineteenth-century ideologies of Nature. He reviews Catlin's decision to devote his
talents to Native American concerns, his journey west to document "vanishing" lifeways, his presentation of
his findings to American audiences, and his performance of his work in Europe. He also shows the
importance of Yellowstone National Park in understanding Catlin, given his vision for it as a means of
preserving what is essential about environments and cultures.

Exploring the tension between Catlin's search for success and his awareness of the plight of his subjects,
Hausdoerffer argues that Catlin's tacit acceptance of the inevitable demise of Native culture undermined his
interest in fomenting political change. Catlin's lament for the vanishing Indian combined with his belief that
art preserves the essence of nature ultimately contradicted his hopes for Indian justice and environmental
preservation.

Catlin's Lament challenges views of Catlin's career as an ethical downfall, revealing instead a complexity of
character that complicates views of dissent in the Jacksonian era. More important, it questions underlying
assumptions of Manifest Destiny, showing that they were so deeply set in American life that even critics of
the age helped perpetuate them.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Cook:

Here thing why this specific Catlin's Lament: Indians, Manifest Destiny, and the Ethics of Nature are
different and dependable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it depends in the content of
computer which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Catlin's Lament: Indians, Manifest Destiny, and
the Ethics of Nature giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any e-book out there but
there is no e-book that similar with Catlin's Lament: Indians, Manifest Destiny, and the Ethics of Nature. It
gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that will happened in the world
which is might be can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even
in your means home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form
of Catlin's Lament: Indians, Manifest Destiny, and the Ethics of Nature in e-book can be your alternate.

Houston Boynton:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work here is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer can be Catlin's Lament: Indians, Manifest Destiny, and the Ethics of Nature why because
the amazing cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or
content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to
pick up this book.

Robert Auclair:

The book untitled Catlin's Lament: Indians, Manifest Destiny, and the Ethics of Nature contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by
famous author. The author brings you in the new period of literary works. It is possible to read this book
because you can please read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout anywhere
and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site as well as order it. Have a
nice examine.

Adam Carter:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also native
or citizen will need book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By the
book Catlin's Lament: Indians, Manifest Destiny, and the Ethics of Nature we can acquire more advantage.
Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person must choose to read a book. Just simply choose the
best book that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this book Catlin's Lament:



Indians, Manifest Destiny, and the Ethics of Nature. You can more inviting than now.
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