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The Ephrussis were a grand banking family, as rich and respected as the Rothschilds, who "burned like a
comet" in nineteenth-century Paris and Vienna society. Yet by the end of World War II, almost the only
thing remaining of their vast empire was a collection of 264 wood and ivory carvings, none of them larger
than a matchbox.

The renowned ceramicist Edmund de Waal became the fifth generation to inherit this small and exquisite
collection of netsuke. Entranced by their beauty and mystery, he determined to trace the story of his family
through the story of the collection.

The netsuke—drunken monks, almost-ripe plums, snarling tigers—were gathered by Charles Ephrussi at the
height of the Parisian rage for all things Japanese. Charles had shunned the place set aside for him in the
family business to make a study of art, and of beautiful living. An early supporter of the Impressionists, he
appears, oddly formal in a top hat, in Renoir's Luncheon of the Boating Party. Marcel Proust studied Charles
closely enough to use him as a model for the aesthete and lover Swann in Remembrance of Things Past.

Charles gave the carvings as a wedding gift to his cousin Viktor in Vienna; his children were allowed to play
with one netsuke each while they watched their mother, the Baroness Emmy, dress for ball after ball. Her
older daughter grew up to disdain fashionable society. Longing to write, she struck up a correspondence with
Rilke, who encouraged her in her poetry.

The Anschluss changed their world beyond recognition. Ephrussi and his cosmopolitan family were
imprisoned or scattered, and Hitler's theorist on the "Jewish question" appropriated their magnificent palace
on the Ringstrasse. A library of priceless books and a collection of Old Master paintings were confiscated by
the Nazis. But the netsuke were smuggled away by a loyal maid, Anna, and hidden in her straw mattress.
Years after the war, she would find a way to return them to the family she'd served even in their exile.

In The Hare with Amber Eyes, Edmund de Waal unfolds the story of a remarkable family and a tumultuous
century. Sweeping yet intimate, it is a highly original meditation on art, history, and family, as elegant and
precise as the netsuke themselves.
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From reader reviews:

Yasmin Parker:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to
answer that question due to the fact just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on
every person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on pre-school until university need that The Hare with
Amber Eyes: A Family's Century of Art and Loss to read.

James Brown:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled
The Hare with Amber Eyes: A Family's Century of Art and Loss your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe
you never get prior to. The The Hare with Amber Eyes: A Family's Century of Art and Loss giving you
another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful facts for your better life on
this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased
when you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare
time activity?

Julie Bell:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book The Hare with Amber Eyes: A Family's Century of Art and
Loss was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Hare with Amber
Eyes: A Family's Century of Art and Loss has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until youngsters. For
example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out.
Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading which.

Jacquelin Vasquez:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update
of news. On this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just in search of the The Hare with Amber Eyes: A Family's Century of Art and Loss when you essential
it?
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