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In the summer of 1998 two of baseball leading sluggers, Mark McGwire and Sammy Sosa, embarked on a
race to break Babe Ruth’s single season home run record. The nation was transfixed as Sosa went on to hit
66 home runs, and McGwire 70. Three years later, San Francisco Giants All-Star Barry Bonds surpassed
McGwire by 3 home runs in the midst of what was perhaps the greatest offensive display in baseball history.
Over the next three seasons, as Bonds regularly launched mammoth shots into the San Francisco Bay,
baseball players across the country were hitting home runs at unprecedented rates. For years there had been
rumors that perhaps some of these players owed their success to steroids. But crowd pleasing homers were
big business, and sportswriters, fans, and officials alike simply turned a blind eye. Then, in December of
2004, after more than a year of investigation, San Francisco Chronicle reporters Mark Fainaru-Wada and
Lance Williams broke the story that in a federal investigation of a nutritional supplement company called
BALCO, Yankees slugger Jason Giambi had admitted taking steroids. Barry Bonds was also implicated.
Immediately the issue of steroids became front page news. The revelations led to Congressional hearings on
baseball’s drug problems and continued to drive the effort to purge the U.S. Olympic movement of drug
cheats. Now Fainaru-Wada and Williams expose for the first time the secrets of the BALCO investigation
that has turned the sports world upside down.

Game of Shadows: Barry Bonds, BALCO, and the Steroid Scandal That Rocked Professional by award-
winning investigative journalists Mark Fainaru-Wada and Lance Williams, is a riveting narrative about the
biggest doping scandal in the history of sports, and how baseball’s home run king, Barry Bonds of the San
Francisco Giants, came to use steroids. Drawing on more than two years of reporting, including interviews
with hundreds of people, and exclusive access to secret grand jury testimony, confidential documents, audio
recordings, and more, the authors provide, for the first time, a definitive account of the shocking steroids
scandal that made headlines across the country.

The book traces the career of Victor Conte, founder of the BALCO laboratory, an egomaniacal former rock
musician and self-proclaimed nutritionist, who set out to corrupt sports by providing athletes with “designer”
steroids that would be undetectable on “state-of-the-art” doping tests. Conte gave the undetectable drugs to
28 of the world’s greatest athletes—Olympians, NFL players and baseball stars, Bonds chief among them.

A separate narrative thread details the steroids use of Bonds, an immensely talented, moody player who
turned to performance-enhancing drugs after Mark McGwire of the St. Louis Cardinals set a new home run
record in 1998. Through his personal trainer, Bonds gained access to BALCO drugs. All of the great athletes
who visited BALCO benefited tremendously—Bonds broke McGwire’s record—but many had their careers
disrupted after federal investigators raided BALCO and indicted Conte. The authors trace the course of the
probe, and the baffling decision of federal prosecutors to protect the elite athletes who were involved.

Highlights of Game of Shadows include:

Barry Bonds

A look at how Bonds was driven to use performance-enhancing drugs in part by jealousy over Mark●



McGwire’s record-breaking 1998 season. It was shortly thereafter that Bonds—who had never used
anything more performance enhancing than a protein shake from the health food store—first began using
steroids.
How Bonds’s weight trainer, steroid dealer Greg Anderson, arranged to meet Victor Conte before the 2001●

baseball season with...
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From reader reviews:

Stacey Pinkston:

This Game of Shadows: Barry Bonds, BALCO, and the Steroids Scandal that Rocked Professional Sports
book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive
by reading this book will be information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get data which is
getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This specific Game of Shadows: Barry Bonds,
BALCO, and the Steroids Scandal that Rocked Professional Sports without we know teach the one who
reading it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Game of Shadows: Barry
Bonds, BALCO, and the Steroids Scandal that Rocked Professional Sports can bring whenever you are and
not make your tote space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even
mobile phone. This Game of Shadows: Barry Bonds, BALCO, and the Steroids Scandal that Rocked
Professional Sports having excellent arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Shelia Sepulveda:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Game of Shadows:
Barry Bonds, BALCO, and the Steroids Scandal that Rocked Professional Sports is our recommendation to
help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

James Cummings:

The event that you get from Game of Shadows: Barry Bonds, BALCO, and the Steroids Scandal that Rocked
Professional Sports may be the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you
get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Game of
Shadows: Barry Bonds, BALCO, and the Steroids Scandal that Rocked Professional Sports giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by
means of anyone who read the idea because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This book also
makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go together with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this kind of Game of Shadows:
Barry Bonds, BALCO, and the Steroids Scandal that Rocked Professional Sports instantly.

Sue Randall:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their interest.
They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there but nothing



reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on
this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Game of Shadows: Barry Bonds, BALCO, and the Steroids Scandal that Rocked
Professional Sports can make you sense more interested to read.
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