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Is it ever morally right to procure an abortion, to help procure one, or to perform one? Patrick Lee surveys
the main philosophical arguments in favor of the moral permissibility of abortion and refutes them point by
point. In a calm and philosophically sophisticated manner, he presents a powerful case for the pro-life
position and a serious challenge to all of the main philosophical arguments on behalf of the pro-choice
position. Lee's method is strictly philosophical, with special attention given to authors in the broadly
analytical school of thought. He contends that what is killed in abortion is indeed an individual human being.
Attempts to argue otherwise are carefully presented and criticized, as are other attempts to justify abortion
morally.

Since 1996 when the first edition of Abortion and Unborn Human Life appeared, the debate about the
morality of abortion has not subsided. From the standpoint of philosophy many issues have become clearer.
Accordingly, Patrick Lee confirms his position that unborn human beings have an equal and inherent dignity
and are subjects of basic rights from the moment of fertilization. In this second edition, Lee provides
significant updates in view of recent developments.

Among the developments have been an added precision required for the argument against the gradualist
position, the position that a human being only gradually comes to be; significant developments in
embryology strengthening the case that at fertilization a new human individual comes to be; and further
refinements to the argument that some abortions are non-intentional killing.

Lee argues that what is at stake in this debate about how to treat unborn human beings is whether we will or
will not recognize the fundamental equal dignity possessed by every human being, simply by virtue of being
the kind of being he or she is.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

Patrick Lee holds the John N. and Jamie D. McAleer Chair of Bioethics and is the director of the Institute of
Bioethics at Franciscan University Steubenville. He is known nationally as a keynote speaker and author of
contemporary ethics, especially on controversies regarding human life and marriage. Lee is the coauthor of
Body-Self Dualism in Contemporary Ethics and Politics, and the author of numerous published articles.

PRAISE FOR THE FIRST EDITION:

"Readers looking for a succinct and narrowly defined philosophical argument against abortion will find this
book appealing. It is useful as a review of the past several decades of philosophical debate on abortion, and it
may help readers understand how lines get drawn in such philosophical debate."?Booklist

"A very good book on the abortion question. Lee's methods are rigorous and exact, his writing accessibly
clear. This book is, therefore, an especially welcome contribution to a field of enquiry in which these two
qualities are rarely found in combination."?Kevin L. Flannery, S.J., Gregorianum
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From reader reviews:

Sheila Rocha:

Here thing why this particular Abortion and Unborn Human Life, Second Edition are different and reliable to
be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it depends in the content of computer which is the content is
as tasty as food or not. Abortion and Unborn Human Life, Second Edition giving you information deeper
since different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no e-book that similar with Abortion and
Unborn Human Life, Second Edition. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own eyes about
the thing that will happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can actually
bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your way home by train. When you are having
difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Abortion and Unborn Human Life, Second
Edition in e-book can be your choice.

Tracie Wright:

Often the book Abortion and Unborn Human Life, Second Edition has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you
make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous
author. Tom makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you may get the
point easily after looking over this book.

Christine Furst:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for you is Abortion and Unborn Human Life, Second Edition this e-book consist a lot of the
information from the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented so why is the world
has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer
made some research when he makes this book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.

Valentin Gonzalez:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This publication Abortion and Unborn Human Life, Second Edition was filled
regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people
has various feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can
sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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