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The Market of Virtue - Morality and Commitment in a Liberal Society is a contribution to the present
controversy between liberalism and communitarianism. This controversy is not only confined to academic
circles but is becoming of increasing interest to a wider public. It has become popular again today to criticize
a liberal market society as being a society in which morality and virtues are increasingly being displaced by
egoism and utility maximization. According to this view the competition between individuals and the
dissolution of community ties erode the respect for the interests of others and undermine the commitment to
the common good. The present book, however, develops quite a different picture of a liberal society. An
analysis of its fundamental principles shows that anonymous market-relations and competition are by no
means the only traits of a liberal society. Such a society also provides the framework for freedom of
cooperation and association. It gives its citizens the right to cooperate with other people in pursuit of their
own interests. Just as the rivalry between competitors is a basic element of a liberal society so is the
cooperation between partners. Thus not only self-centred individualism is rewarded. The main part of the
book explains how the freedom to cooperate and to establish social ties lays the empirical foundation for the
emergence of civil virtues and moral integrity. It is the basic insight of this analysis that it can no longer be
maintained that a liberal society is incapable of producing moral attitudes and social commitment. If a civil
society can develop under a liberal order, then one can reckon with citizens who voluntarily contribute to
public goods and who commit themselves of their own accord to the society, its constitution and institutions.
However this book not only develops further arguments for the current debate between liberalism and
communitarianism by explaining the emergence of morality and virtue in a market society. It also provides
new aspects for the present theoretical and methodological controversies over the fundaments of the social
sciences and contributes to the advancement of the modern individualistic approach in social theory. In this
context it aims especially at an improvement of a sociological model of behaviour.
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From reader reviews:

Megan Urick:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has different
type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading whatever
they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading through
a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well,
probably you will require this The Market of Virtue: Morality and Commitment in a Liberal Society (Law
and Philosophy Library).

Katie Harper:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book The Market of Virtue: Morality and
Commitment in a Liberal Society (Law and Philosophy Library) will make you to be smarter. You can feel
considerably more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that open or reading a
book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you searching for
best book or suited book with you?

Awilda Kell:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Market of Virtue:
Morality and Commitment in a Liberal Society (Law and Philosophy Library) is our recommendation to
cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Vickie Duke:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Market of Virtue: Morality and
Commitment in a Liberal Society (Law and Philosophy Library) book written by well-known writer whose
to say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good
manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still
doubt The Market of Virtue: Morality and Commitment in a Liberal Society (Law and Philosophy Library)
as good book not just by the cover but also with the content. This is one book that can break don't ascertain
book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your
studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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