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Born on the eve of the Civil War, Charles W. Chesnutt grew up in Fayetteville, North Carolina, a county seat
of four or five thousand people, a once-bustling commercial center slipping into postwar decline. Poor,
black, and determined to outstrip his modest beginnings and forlorn surroundings, Chesnutt kept a detailed
record of his thoughts, observations, and activities from his sixteenth through his twenty-fourth year (1874-
1882). These journals, printed here for the first time, are remarkable for their intimate account of a gifted
young black man's dawning sense of himself as a writer in the nineteenth century.
Though he achieved literary success in his time, Chesnutt has only recently been rediscovered and his
contribution to American literature given its due. The only known private diary from a nineteenth-century
African American author, these pages offer a fascinating glimpse into Chesnutt's everyday experience as he
struggled to win the goods of education in the world of the post-Civil War South. An extraordinary portrait
of the self-made man beset by the urgencies and difficulties of self-improvement in a racially discriminatory
society, Chesnutt's journals unfold a richly detailed local history of postwar North Carolina. They also show
with great force how the world of the postwar South obstructed--and, unexpectedly, assisted--a black man of
driving intellectual ambitions.
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From reader reviews:

Glen Thomas:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled The Journals of Charles W. Chesnutt. Try to make
the book The Journals of Charles W. Chesnutt as your pal. It means that it can to get your friend when you
truly feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned
in your case. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So ,
we need to make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Thelma Scott:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-
free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Journals of Charles W. Chesnutt can be very good book
to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Melinda Anderson:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get lot
of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are there when
the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically the book
you have read is definitely The Journals of Charles W. Chesnutt.

Todd James:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book The Journals of Charles W. Chesnutt to
make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading expertise is developing when
you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about
book and reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to wide open a book and examine it.
Beside that the reserve The Journals of Charles W. Chesnutt can to be your brand new friend when you're
feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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