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The Idiot, by Fyodor Dostoevsky, is part of the Barnes & Noble Classics series, which offers quality
editions at affordable prices to the student and the general reader, including new scholarship, thoughtful
design, and pages of carefully crafted extras. Here are some of the remarkable features of Barnes & Noble
Classics:
New introductions commissioned from today's top writers and scholars Biographies of the authors
Chronologies of contemporary historical, biographical, and cultural events Footnotes and endnotes Selective
discussions of imitations, parodies, poems, books, plays, paintings, operas, statuary, and films inspired by the
work Comments by other famous authors Study questions to challenge the reader's viewpoints and
expectations Bibliographies for further reading Indices & Glossaries, when appropriateAll editions are
beautifully designed and are printed to superior specifications; some include illustrations of historical
interest. Barnes & Noble Classics pulls together a constellation of influences—biographical, historical, and
literary—to enrich each reader's understanding of these enduring works.
 
Just two years after completing Crime and Punishment, which explored the mind of a murderer, Dostoevsky
produced another masterpiece, The Idiot. This time the author portrays a truly beautiful soul—a character he
found difficult to bring to life because, as he wrote, “beauty is the ideal, and neither my country, nor civilized
Europe, know what that ideal of beauty is.” The result was one of Dostoevsky’s greatest characters—Prince
Myshkin, a saintly, Christ-like, yet deeply human figure.

The story begins when Myshkin arrives on Russian soil after a stay in a Swiss sanatorium. Scorned by St.
Petersburg society as an idiot for his generosity and innocence, the prince finds himself at the center of a
struggle between a rich, kept woman and a beautiful, virtuous girl, who both hope to win his affection.
Unfortunately, Myshkin’s very goodness seems to bring disaster to everyone he meets. The shocking
denouement tragically reveals how, in a world obsessed with money, power, and sexual conquest, a
sanatorium is the only place for a saint.
 
Joseph Frank is Professor Emeritus of Comparative Literature at Princeton University and Professor
Emeritus of Comparative Literature and Slavic Languages and Literature at Stanford University. He is the
author of a five-volume study of Dostoevsky’s life and work. The first four volumes received the National
Book Critics Circle Award for Biography, two Christian Gauss Awards, two James Russell Lowell Awards
of the Modern Language Association, a Los Angeles Times Book Prize, and other honors. Frank is also the
author of Through the Russian Prism: Essays on Literature and Culture, The Widening Gyre, and The Idea
of Spatial Form. He also wrote the introduction to the Barnes & Noble Classics edition of Dostoevsky’s The
House of the Dead and Poor Folk.
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From reader reviews:

Margarita Toman:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is known to us
that book is very important usually. The book The Idiot (Barnes & Noble Classics) ended up being making
you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages
for you. The guide The Idiot (Barnes & Noble Classics) is not only giving you a lot more new information
but also being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your reserve.
Try to make relationship together with the book The Idiot (Barnes & Noble Classics). You never feel lose
out for everything in case you read some books.

Douglas Leverette:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their friend.
Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as well as playing video
games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different you can read a book. It
is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day every day to reading a e-
book. The book The Idiot (Barnes & Noble Classics) it is very good to read. There are a lot of individuals
who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough
space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from a
smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book provides high quality.

Ann Birdsell:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Idiot (Barnes & Noble Classics)
e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone
who all read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill
only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty The Idiot (Barnes & Noble Classics) as
good book not only by the cover but also by content. This is one reserve that can break don't assess book by
its protect, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth
sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Karl Wolfe:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more time
to be go through. The Idiot (Barnes & Noble Classics) can be your answer because it can be read by anyone
who have those short spare time problems.
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