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The forced suicide of Seneca, former adviser to Nero, is one of the most tortured--and most revisited--death
scenes from classical antiquity. After fruitlessly opening his veins and drinking hemlock, Seneca finally
succumbed to death in a stifling steam bath, while his wife Paulina, who had attempted suicide as well, was
bandaged up and revived by Nero's men. From the first century to the present day, writers and artists have
retold this scene in order to rehearse and revise Seneca's image and writings, and to scrutinize the event of
human death.

In The Deaths of Seneca, James Ker offers the first comprehensive cultural history of Seneca's death scene,
situating it in the Roman imagination and tracing its many subsequent interpretations. Ker shows first how
the earliest accounts of the death scene by Tacitus and others were shaped by conventions of Greco-Roman
exitus-description and Julio-Claudian dynastic history. At the book's center is an exploration of Seneca's own
prolific writings about death--whether anticipating death in his letters, dramatizing it in the tragedies, or
offering therapy for loss in the form of consolations--which offered the primary lens through which Seneca's
contemporaries would view the author's death. These ancient approaches set the stage for prolific receptions,
and Ker traces how the death scene was retold in both literary and visual versions, from St. Jerome to Heiner
Müller and from medieval illuminations to Peter Paul Rubens and Jacques-Louis David. Dozens of
interpreters, engaging with prior versions and with Seneca's writings, forged new and sometimes
controversial views on Seneca's legacy and, more broadly, on mortality and suicide. The Deaths of Seneca
presents a new, historically inclusive, approach to reading this major Roman author.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Andres:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book The Deaths of Seneca. You can choose the best book if
you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a book The Deaths of Seneca.
You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the
fact from book you can learn everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you can be
known. About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we are able to open a
book or maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to go
to the library. Let's study.

April Miller:

The book with title The Deaths of Seneca has a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of
help after read this book. This specific book exist new information the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of
the world. This kind of book will bring you with new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book
on your own smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

James Labrecque:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you personally is The Deaths of Seneca this book consist a lot of the information on the
condition of this world now. This book was represented how do the world has grown up. The words styles
that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some analysis when he makes this
book. That's why this book appropriate all of you.

Susan Brooks:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book The Deaths of Seneca to make
your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you like
reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the sensation about
book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to available a book and read it. Beside
that the e-book The Deaths of Seneca can to be your brand-new friend when you're experience alone and
confuse using what must you're doing of these time.
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