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The Japanese term for mobile phone, keitai (roughly translated as "something you carry with you"), evokes
not technical capability or freedom of movement but intimacy and portability, defining a personal accessory
that allows constant social connection. Japan's enthusiastic engagement with mobile technology has become
-- along with anime, manga, and sushi -- part of its trendsetting popular culture. Personal, Portable,
Pedestrian, the first book-length English-language treatment of mobile communication use in Japan, covers
the transformation of keitai from business tool to personal device for communication and play.The essays in
this groundbreaking collection document the emergence, incorporation, and domestication of mobile
communications in a wide range of social practices and institutions. The book first considers the social,
cultural, and historical context of keitai development, including its beginnings in youth pager use in the early
1990s. It then discusses the virtually seamless integration of keitai use into everyday life, contrasting it to the
more escapist character of Internet use on the PC. Other essays suggest that the use of mobile
communication reinforces ties between close friends and family, producing "tele-cocooning" by tight-knit
social groups. The book also discusses mobile phone manners and examines keitai use by copier technicians,
multitasking housewives, and school children. Personal, Portable, Pedestrian describes a mobile universe in
which networked relations are a pervasive and persistent fixture of everyday life.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Davis:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want sense happy read one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual
Personal, Portable, Pedestrian: Mobile Phones in Japanese Life is kind of book which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

Desmond Gorman:

The reserve untitled Personal, Portable, Pedestrian: Mobile Phones in Japanese Life is the e-book that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you. The
language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of
exploration when write the book, and so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely
accurate. You also could get the e-book of Personal, Portable, Pedestrian: Mobile Phones in Japanese Life
from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Sharon Works:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Personal, Portable, Pedestrian: Mobile
Phones in Japanese Life book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that
can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still hesitation Personal,
Portable, Pedestrian: Mobile Phones in Japanese Life as good book but not only by the cover but also from
the content. This is one e-book that can break don't determine book by its protect, so do you still needing a
different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why
you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Paul Breen:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Personal, Portable, Pedestrian: Mobile
Phones in Japanese Life can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of
date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?
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