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In an ideal world, the laws of Congress--known as federal statutes--would always be clearly worded and
easily understood by the judges tasked with interpreting them. But many laws feature ambiguous or even
contradictory wording. How, then, should judges divine their meaning? Should they stick only to the text?
To what degree, if any, should they consult aids beyond the statutes themselves? Are the purposes of
lawmakers in writing law relevant?

Some judges, such as Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia, believe courts should look to the language of
the statute and virtually nothing else. Chief Judge Robert A. Katzmann of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Second Circuit respectfully disagrees. In Judging Statutes, Katzmann, who is a trained political scientist as
well as a judge, argues that our constitutional system charges Congress with enacting laws; therefore, how
Congress makes its purposes known through both the laws themselves and reliable accompanying materials
should be respected. He looks at how the American government works, including how laws come to be and
how various agencies construe legislation. He then explains the judicial process of interpreting and applying
these laws through the demonstration of two interpretative approaches, purposivism (focusing on the purpose
of a law) and textualism (focusing solely on the text of the written law). Katzmann draws from his
experience to show how this process plays out in the real world, and concludes with some suggestions to
promote understanding between the courts and Congress.

When courts interpret the laws of Congress, they should be mindful of how Congress actually functions, how
lawmakers signal the meaning of statutes, and what those legislators expect of courts construing their laws.
The legislative record behind a law is in truth part of its foundation, and therefore merits consideration.
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From reader reviews:

James Nadler:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Judging Statutes. You can choose the best book if you like
reading a book. Given that we know about how is important any book Judging Statutes. You can add
information and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book
you can learn everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About
simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could open a book or even
searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library.
Let's examine.

Samara Reed:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important usually. The book Judging Statutes ended up being making you to
know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for
you. The guide Judging Statutes is not only giving you far more new information but also for being your
friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your publication. Try to
make relationship using the book Judging Statutes. You never really feel lose out for everything when you
read some books.

Jose Pina:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet
and the resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Judging Statutes book because
book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred pct guarantees
there is no doubt in it as you know.

Janet Baltimore:

The actual book Judging Statutes will bring someone to the new experience of reading some sort of book.
The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to study, this book
very acceptable to you. The book Judging Statutes is much recommended to you you just read. You can also
get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.
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