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Generating Bodies and Gendered Selves examines the textured interrelations between medical writing about
generation and childbirth - what we now call reproduction - and emerging notions of selfhood in early
modern England. At a time when medical texts first appeared in English in large numbers and the first signs
of modern medicine were emerging both in theory and in practice, medical discourse of the body was richly
interwoven with cultural concerns.

Through close readings of a wide range of English-language medical texts from the mid-sixteenth to the
early eighteenth centuries, from learned anatomies and works of observational embryology to popular books
of physic and commercial midwifery manuals, Keller looks at the particular assumptions about bodies and
selves that medical language inevitably enfolds. When wombs are described as "free" but nonetheless
"bridled" to the bone; when sperm, first seen in the seventeenth century by the aid of the microscope, are
imagined as minute "adventurers" seeking a safe spot to be "nursed": and when for the first time embryos are
described as "freeborn," fully "independent" from the females who bear them, the rhetorical formulations of
generating bodies seem clearly to implicate ideas about the gendered self.

Keller shows how, in an age marked by social, intellectual, and political upheaval, early modern English
medicine inscribes in the flesh and functioning of its generating bodies the manifold questions about gender,
politics, and philosophy that together give rise to the modern Western liberal self - a historically constrained
(and, Keller argues, a historically aberrant) notion of the self as individuated and autonomous, fully rational
and thoroughly male.

An engagingly written and interdisciplinary work that forges a critical nexus among medical history, cultural
studies, and literary analysis, Generating Bodies and Gendered Selves will interest scholars in early modern
literary studies, feminist and cultural studies of the body and subjectivity, and the history of women's
healthcare and reproductive rights.
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From reader reviews:

James Sellers:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This Generating Bodies and
Gendered Selves: The Rhetoric of Reproduction in Early Modern England (In Vivo) is our recommendation
so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Brittany Belliveau:

This Generating Bodies and Gendered Selves: The Rhetoric of Reproduction in Early Modern England (In
Vivo) are generally reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The key reason
why of this Generating Bodies and Gendered Selves: The Rhetoric of Reproduction in Early Modern
England (In Vivo) can be one of several great books you must have is usually giving you more than just
simple studying food but feed a person with information that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This
book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and
printed ones. Beside that this Generating Bodies and Gendered Selves: The Rhetoric of Reproduction in
Early Modern England (In Vivo) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that could it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and
enjoy reading.

Diana Rush:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since
fantastic as in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be Generating Bodies and Gendered Selves:
The Rhetoric of Reproduction in Early Modern England (In Vivo) why because the great cover that make
you consider regarding the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as
the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Lee Erbe:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for
your requirements is Generating Bodies and Gendered Selves: The Rhetoric of Reproduction in Early
Modern England (In Vivo) this book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This



particular book was represented how do the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer make
usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some study when he makes this book.
Here is why this book ideal all of you.
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