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In 1666 Valentine Greatrakes achieved brief but widespread fame as a miracle healer. Dubbed the 'Stroker',
he is widely believed to have touched and cured thousands of men, women, and children suffering from a
large range of acute diseases and chronic conditions. His actions attracted the attention of the King, Charles
II, as well as other eminent figures at court and in the various institutions of government and learning,
including the newly founded Royal Society. However, there was little consensus as to the nature and origin
of his gift and, following a brief period of intense lobbying on his behalf, he retired to Ireland and relative
obscurity.

Most histories of this period rarely grant the strange events surrounding the appearance of Greatrakes much
more than an occasional footnote. Here, however, for the first time the compelling story of Greatrakes the
man, and his place in the history of seventeenth-century Britain, is told in full for the first time. Based on
extensive research in Irish and English archives, it reveals a fascinating account of one man's engagement
with, and response to, some of the most important events of the period, including the Irish Rebellion of 1641,
the English civil wars, the Cromwellian Conquest of Ireland, and the Restoration of 1660. In the process, it
shows how Greatrakes' claims to heal the bodies of the sick and maimed were in large part a response to
broader divisions within the fractured body politic of Britain - an approach that was enthusiastically received
by many prominent figures in church and state who were eager to seek reconciliation and rapprochement in
the early years of the Restoration.
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From reader reviews:

Dustin Broach:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something
that they don't would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Miraculous
Conformist: Valentine Greatrakes, the Body Politic, and the Politics of Healing in Restoration Britain. All
type of book would you see on many options. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Kevin Lewis:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important for all of us. The book The Miraculous Conformist: Valentine Greatrakes, the
Body Politic, and the Politics of Healing in Restoration Britain has been making you to know about other
expertise and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The guide The
Miraculous Conformist: Valentine Greatrakes, the Body Politic, and the Politics of Healing in Restoration
Britain is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to be your friend when you
experience bored. You can spend your spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship while
using book The Miraculous Conformist: Valentine Greatrakes, the Body Politic, and the Politics of Healing
in Restoration Britain. You never really feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Abel Cooke:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just laying
on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Miraculous Conformist: Valentine Greatrakes, the
Body Politic, and the Politics of Healing in Restoration Britain can be the answer, oh how comes? The new
book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Lewis Farnsworth:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is referred to
as of book The Miraculous Conformist: Valentine Greatrakes, the Body Politic, and the Politics of Healing in
Restoration Britain. Contain your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could add your
knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about book. It can
bring you from one spot to other place.
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