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 Converts to Joseph Smith’s 1828 restoration of primitive Christianity were attracted to the non-hierarchical
nature of the movement. It was precisely because there were no priests, ordinances, or dogma that people
joined in such numbers. Smith intended everyone to be a prophet, and anyone who felt called was invited to
minister freely without formal office.

Not until seven years later did Mormons first learn that authority had been restored by angels or of the need
for a hierarchy mirroring the Pauline model. That same year (1835) a Quorum of Twelve Apostles was
organized, but their jurisdiction was limited to areas outside established stakes (dioceses). Stakes were led by
a president, who oversaw spiritual development, and by a bishop, who supervised temporal needs.

At Smith’s martyrdom in 1844, the church had five leading quorums of authority. The most obvious
successor to Smith, Illinois stake president William Marks, opposed the secret rites of polygamy, anointing,
endowments, and the clandestine political activity that had characterized the church in Illinois. The secret
Council of Fifty had recently ordained Smith as King on Earth and sent ambassadors abroad to form
alliances against the United States.

The majority of church members knew nothing of these developments, but they followed Brigham Young,
head of the Quorum of the Twelve, who spoke forcefully and moved decisively to eliminate contenders for
the presidency. He continued to build on Smith’s political and doctrinal innovations and social stratification.
Young’s twentieth-century legacy is a well-defined structure without the charismatic spontaneity or
egalitarian chaos of the early church.

Historian D. Michael Quinn examines the contradictions and confusion of the first two tumultuous decades
of LDS history. He demonstrates how events and doctrines were silently, retroactively inserted into the
published form of scriptures and records to smooth out the stormy, haphazard development. The
bureaucratization of Mormonism was inevitable, but the manner in which it occurred was unpredictable and
will be, for readers, fascinating.
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From reader reviews:

Wanda Legros:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication The Mormon Hierarchy:
Origins of Power will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know
about almost everything. But some of you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is
not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or acceptable
book with you?

Barbara Cook:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more
time to be learn. The Mormon Hierarchy: Origins of Power can be your answer since it can be read by an
individual who have those short time problems.

Katherine Holt:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that question
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book.
Different categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually The Mormon
Hierarchy: Origins of Power.

Clara Duke:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book The Mormon Hierarchy: Origins of Power to make
your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading proficiency is developing when you
such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the idea about book
and studying especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a book and study it. Beside that the
reserve The Mormon Hierarchy: Origins of Power can to be your friend when you're experience alone and
confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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