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In September 1654, 23 Jewish refugees from Recife, Brazil arrived in the Dutch colonial town of New
Amsterdam aboard the St. Charles, a French warship.The Portuguese had just retaken Brazil from the Dutch,
and these Jews feared living under the same repression that had caused their ancestors to flee Spain in 1492
and Portugal in 1497. Despite strong protests by Peter Stuyvesant, the local governor, the Dutch West India
Company ordered that this small group be allowed to stay in New Amsterdam. At first calling themselves
Shearith Jacob, or Remnant of Jacob, and later Shearith Israel, they became the first Jewish congregation in
North America. For almost 175 years, Shearith Israel was the only Jewish congregation in New York City,
and its history has been deeply intertwined with that of the city and the nation. Active in both the synagogue
and the outside world have been such figures as Rev. Gershom Mendes Seixas, an incorporator of Columbia
College and a prominent patriot during the American Revolution; Commodore Uriah Phillips Levy, a hero in
the War of 1812 who later saved Thomas Jefferson's Monticello from ruin; Supreme Court Justice Benjamin
Nathan Cardozo; Emma Lazarus, one of whose poems is inscribed on the base of the Statue of Liberty; and
Maud Nathan, who was active in the women's suffrage movement as well as a Daughter of the American
Revolution. Published to mark Shearith Israel's 350th anniversary, this book tells their individual stories as
well as the history of the congregation, explaining its origins, its rituals and its traditions. It is profusely
illustrated with portraits, historical documents and ritual objects. This book tells a fascinating story, one that
will appeal to anyone interested in the history and culture of the Jewish people, of New York City, and of the
United States.
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From reader reviews:

Lauren Joseph:

The book Remnant of Israel a Portrait of Americas First Jewish Congregation gives you the sense of being
enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your
best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make
reading through a book Remnant of Israel a Portrait of Americas First Jewish Congregation being your habit,
you can get a lot more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all
subjects. You may know everything if you like available and read a book Remnant of Israel a Portrait of
Americas First Jewish Congregation. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia
or other people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Elizabeth Edge:

This Remnant of Israel a Portrait of Americas First Jewish Congregation are generally reliable for you who
want to be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Remnant of Israel a Portrait of Americas First
Jewish Congregation can be among the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just
simple reading food but feed anyone with information that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge. This
book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and
printed types. Beside that this Remnant of Israel a Portrait of Americas First Jewish Congregation giving you
an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it
useful in your day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Randal Revilla:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul or
real their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways
to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Remnant of Israel a Portrait of Americas First Jewish
Congregation can make you really feel more interested to read.

Stephen Mosley:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. With this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching



for the Remnant of Israel a Portrait of Americas First Jewish Congregation when you desired it?
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