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Born in Fontaines-lès-Dijon in 1090, Bernard had become, by his twenty-fifth birthday, the abbot of a
Cistercian monastery which he had founded in the valley of Clairvaux near Aube, France, some four years
earlier. There in those isolated and rugged surroundings he became the spokesman for a revival of monastic
life in an age when the radical spirit of religious life was endangered by a movement, best seen in the
excesses of the monks of Cluny, that stressed the adaptation of the rule of St. Benedict to the exigencies-and
taste for princely comforts-of the royal courts of twelfth-century France.

But Bernard's dedication to the strict observance of Benedict's rule was mingled not with the abrasive, shrill
style of the prophet but with a sweetness and purity of vision that earned him the title Doctor mellifluous.
For he possessed a sense of the love of God, the importance of humility, and the sheer beauty of holiness that
has made his writings favorites of scholars and laymen alike throughout the ages. Here in a new translation
by G.R. Evans are the writings that have had such a major role in shaping the Western monastic tradition and
influencing the development of catholic mystical theology. Together with an introduction by the master of
Bernard studies, Jean Leclercq, they comprise a volume that occupies a place of special importance in the
chronicle of the history of the Western spiritual adventure.
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From reader reviews:

Carissa Taylor:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled Bernard of Clairvaux: Selected Works (The Classics of Western
Spirituality). Try to make the book Bernard of Clairvaux: Selected Works (The Classics of Western
Spirituality) as your friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you experience alone and beside that
course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you more
confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience in addition
to knowledge with this book.

Robert Young:

Exactly why? Because this Bernard of Clairvaux: Selected Works (The Classics of Western Spirituality) is
an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap you
with the secret that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
incredible way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book include such as help improving your expertise and
your critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-
book store hurriedly.

Irma Cook:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Bernard of Clairvaux: Selected Works
(The Classics of Western Spirituality), you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want to
miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh
come on its identified as reading friends.

Michael Ogden:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book Bernard of Clairvaux: Selected Works (The
Classics of Western Spirituality) to make your own reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading
expertise is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy
to read it and mingle the impression about book and studying especially. It is to be initially opinion for you
to like to open a book and read it. Beside that the book Bernard of Clairvaux: Selected Works (The Classics



of Western Spirituality) can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must
you're doing of the time.
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