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Yezidism is a fascinating part of the rich cultural mosaic of the Middle East. Yezidis emerged for the first
time in the 12th century in the Kurdish mountains of northern Iraq. Their religion, which has become
notorious for its associations with ""devil worship,"" is in fact an intricate syncretic system of belief,
incorporating elements from proto-Indo-European religions, early Persian faiths like Zoroastrianism and
Manichaeism, Sufism and regional paganism like Mithraism. Birgul Acikyildiz offers a comprehensive
appraisal of Yezidi religion, society and culture. Written without presupposing any prior knowledge about
Yezidism, and in an accessible and readable style, her book examines Yezidis not only from a religious point
of view but as a historical and social phenomenon. She throws light on the origins of Yezidism, and charts its
historical development -- from its beginnings to the present -- as part of the general history of the Kurds. The
author describes the Yezidi belief system (which considers Melek Taus -- the ""Peacock Angel"" -- to be
ruler of the earth) and its religious practices and observances, analyzing the most important facets of Yezidi
religious art and architecture and their relationship to their neighbours throughout the Middle East. Richly
illustrated, with accompanying maps, photographs and illustrations, the book will have strong appeal to all
those with an interest in the culture of the Kurds, as well as the wider region.
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From reader reviews:

Cory Marshall:

This The Yezidis: The History of a Community, Culture and Religion (Library of Modern Religion) book is
simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading
this book is usually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper
you actually read a lot of information you will get. This particular The Yezidis: The History of a
Community, Culture and Religion (Library of Modern Religion) without we realize teach the one who
studying it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Yezidis: The History of
a Community, Culture and Religion (Library of Modern Religion) can bring when you are and not make
your handbag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even mobile
phone. This The Yezidis: The History of a Community, Culture and Religion (Library of Modern Religion)
having great arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Lewis Skinner:

Why? Because this The Yezidis: The History of a Community, Culture and Religion (Library of Modern
Religion) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will
jolt you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who also write the
book in such awesome way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining method but still
convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you
going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book include such as help
improving your proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to postpone having that book?
If I were being you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Steven Allen:

You will get this The Yezidis: The History of a Community, Culture and Religion (Library of Modern
Religion) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if
you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by simply written or
printed but can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking because
of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more
information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still revise. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Carolyn Alcantara:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book The Yezidis: The History of a Community, Culture and
Religion (Library of Modern Religion) was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know
that book The Yezidis: The History of a Community, Culture and Religion (Library of Modern Religion) has
many kinds or category. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read



and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel
happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading this.
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