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In this pioneering history of transportation and communication in the modern Middle East, On Barak argues
that contrary to accepted wisdom technological modernity in Egypt did not drive a sense of time focused on
standardization only. Surprisingly, the introduction of the steamer, railway, telegraph, tramway, and
telephone in colonial Egypt actually triggered the development of unique timekeeping practices that
resignified and subverted the typical modernist infatuation with expediency and promptness. These
countertempos, predicated on uneasiness over “dehumanizing” European standards of efficiency, sprang
from and contributed to non-linear modes of arranging time.

Barak shows how these countertempos formed and developed with each new technological innovation during
the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, contributing to a particularly Egyptian sense of time that
extends into the present day, exerting influence over contemporary political language in the Arab world. The
universal notion of a modern mechanical standard time and the deviations supposedly characterizing non-
Western settings “from time immemorial,” On Time provocatively argues, were in fact mutually constitutive
and mutually reinforcing.
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From reader reviews:

Patrick Adkins:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We
all know that that book is very important normally. The book On Time: Technology and Temporality in
Modern Egypt ended up being making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take
more information. It is quite advantages for you. The guide On Time: Technology and Temporality in
Modern Egypt is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to be your friend when you sense
bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with all the
book On Time: Technology and Temporality in Modern Egypt. You never really feel lose out for everything
when you read some books.

Angel Sutton:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based
on what kind of publication you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning
books but if you want experience happy read one with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual
On Time: Technology and Temporality in Modern Egypt is kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Erica Lewis:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is
look different you can read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you
can spent the entire day to reading a publication. The book On Time: Technology and Temporality in
Modern Egypt it is rather good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. They
were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy
the actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too
costly but this book has high quality.

Elizabeth Nicholson:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like On Time: Technology and
Temporality in Modern Egypt which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
notice.
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